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down this pernicious practice. In connection
with hours of trading I had a telephone mes-
stpe—and I daresay Mr. Baxter did also—
from a man who lives at Mundaring and who
pointed out that the present closing fime is
not very satisfactory to the customers of his
hotel. Some of them work in the bush and
have a fair way to travel and others work in
town and by the time they have made their
train journey they are too late to get any
vefreshment. An amendment of the hours of
trading on the lines suggested by Sir Hal
Colebateh would be preferable to the hours
sugpested in the motion,

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 430 p.m,

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 16th April, 1942,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read pravers.

QUESTIONS (2)—-CHARCOAL.
As fo Supplies.

Mr. STUBBSR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a fact that chareoal in large
quantities will he required in the near
futore? 2, Tf so0, 15 he aware that many
farmers in the State will gladly produce
same provided that the bags are made avail-
able and a fair price paid for the eharcoal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Bags are availahle from chareosal mer-
chants. The priee for charcoal to the pro-
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ducers was recently increased from £5 10s.
to £6 per ton, including cost of bags. Farm-
ers willing to produce charcoal are invited
to communicate with the Department of
Emergency Road Transport, Public Works
Department, Perth.

As to Employees’ Pay.

Hon. C. . LATHAM asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Is there any award or regis-
tered agreement in existence for employees in
the chareoal production trade? 2, If so, what
are the rates for axemen, burners, other
workers? 3, Has he cver been approached
to have a wage fixed for this industry?
4, If so, by whom has the approach been
made?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied; 1,
No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Yes. 4, The
Australian Workers’ Union. It is understood
the union has experienced diffieulty in organ-
ising the industry beeause of its rather seat-
tered and isolated nature but the wunion
recently filed an applieation for an agree-
ment in the Court of Arbitration.

QUESTION—TRANSPORT.
As to Northam Camp Fares.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Does the Transport Board fix
the fares charged by hus and iaxi pro-
prietors between Northam and the military
camp, also between that campsite and Perth?
2, If so, what are the fares (a) for buses
hetween Northam and the camp (single
fare), (b) is permission given to charge an
extra penny between No. 1 and No, 4 gates,
{¢) the return fare from the eampsite to
Perth? 3, \What is the fare allowed to be
charged for laxis (a) between Northam and
the eampsite {single fare), (b} between the
campsite and Perth (return fare)? 4, Will
the Transport Board take action to prevent
charges heing levied in exeess of the amounts
allowed ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The Transport Board has fixed the fare
chargeable by omnibus propriefors between
Northam and the military eamp. Taxi pro-
prietors are not authorised to eharge separate
fares and the Transport Board has no eon-
trol over their operations, Neither omnibus
nor taxi proprietors are authorised to earry
passengers at sepatate faves hetween the
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camp or Northam town and Perth. 2, {a)
The approved fare chargeable by omnibus
proprictors hetween Northam and the camp
is bd. single; (b) No; (e) See answer to
question (1) (third paragraph}, 8, (a) and
(b) See answer to question (1) (second
paragraph). 4, The Board has no informa-
tion at present to show that the approved
fare between Northam and the eamp is being
exeeeded, but will take action aceordingly if
any such evidence is available. The Board
has issued permits for conveyance of soldiers
from Northam eamp to Perih and return by
omnibuses, but these ave for transport on a
charter basis only and, if separate fares are
charged, they are being charged illegally.

QUESTION—RUBBER SUPPLIES.

My, CROSS asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development: 1, Is he aware that
in the last war (1914-18) thounsands of
tons of secondhand rubher were exported
to Japan? 2, Is it a faet that, due to the
loss of Malaya, shortage of yubber supplies
is likely to heeome acute? 3, Does he know
that very considerable quantities of old
vubher exist in this State? 4, If so, what
steps are being taken to collect and retreat
that vital requirement?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAIL
DEVELOPMENT replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.
3, Tt is known that a fair amount of such
Tubber exists. 4, The Commonwealth De-
partment of Supply and Development has
arranged to undertake the ecollection and
treatment of serap rubber throughout the
Commonwealth.

QUESTION—STARTING PRICE
BETTING.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER asked the
Minister for Justice: As he has assured the
Hause that Magistrates eannot be direeted
in the administration of the law in regard
to starling-price betting aoperations, witl the
Government consider the early introdue-
tion of a Bill to insure mniform punish-
ment for this offence, and imprisonment
for a snrcond offence?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
This is a matter which will receive con-
sideration when the next legislative pro-
gramme is heing prepared.

[ASSEALBLY.]

QUESTION—NAVAL DOCK SITE.

Mr, NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: Have sufficient investigations yet
been made in Western Australia to aseertain
for eertain whether therc are suitable sites
here for the construction of a naval graving
doek equal to that now under construetion
at Sydney?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
For security reasons, specific information of
this type is not available for publication.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
As to Locomotives for Commonweallh.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it a fact that this Western
Australian Government has supplied loeco-
motive engines to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment? 2, If yes, when were these engines
handed over? 3, How many of such engines
have been so handed over?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: For secuvity reasons, the distribution
of rolling stock thronghout Anstralia is not
available for publication.

QUESTION—BUTTER-FAT.

Mr., WATTS acked the Minister for
Lands: Will he lay on the Table of the
House all papers available regarding second-
grade bhutter-fat and the disposal of and
pavment for same and the percentage it
bears to total production in this State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
There are many fites dealing with this sub-
jeet as there nre many aspeets. After I hear
a reply to the case to be submitted by the
hon, member for Pingelly, all these papers
muy be available to members.

QUESTION—COIVIL DETFTENCE.
:ls to Perth and Subiaco.

Mr. NEEDDHAM (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: 1, What par-
tienlar authorities are responsible for
the issne of diagrammatic tvpes of part or
whollv¥ underground A.R.P. shelters as eon-
structed in both Perth and Subiaco muni-
cipalities? 2, Will an assuranece be forth-
enming that all such disgrams retrospective
and prospeetive shall bear the stamp of the
jsswing office together with the signature of
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the cuthors? 3, Was the serviee of the
ubliec Works Department implemented to
provide black-gut conditions to a partien-
lIar building intended to house a very large
stalf, possibly of voluntary workers, during
air-raid eonditions? 4, If so, would it be
rensonable to eonsider fhe subjeet from
the standpoint of seenrify and aceept the
terms of the Civil Defence Council’'s emde
in eonstrueting what can only be regarded
as one of the most imporiant shelters in the
State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The hon, member was good enough to notify
me of his intention to ask this guestion and
my reply is as follows: 1, The Shelters Sub-
commiltee of the Civil Defenee Couneil
makes available to the public and loecal
authorities  typieal drawings  of AR,
sholtev~,  Loeal authorities adapt these io
their special cirenmstanees. 2, Answered
I Yo 1 3, Yes. 4, Yes, action is in eourse
aceordingly.

MOTION—FPRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT.

Jde to State’s War Effost.

Debzale resumed from Lhe previous day
on the following motion by the Premier: -
That the Ministerial Statement he printed.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly—eontinued)
[TLI1,: 1 thank mewmbers for the oppor-
funity ziven me of continuing my vemarks
todey,  When we adjonmed Inst night, |
said that 1 wanted to mention one or two
matters which are pressing very heavily on
the fmmine distriels al the present time.
When a furnter is about to commence his
vemr's operations, he has first of all to re-
view lis position and make out a halaner
sheot to estimate his expenditure and revenue-
This i« necessary i ovder te ascortain what
amount of work he plans to de and how he
s to meet his varions commitments, At
present the farmers ave unable fo do this by
reason of the faet that they have not at their
di=po=al eortain essential information.

Take a wheat Tarmer who has been told
that he has to reduce the area on which lie
arow~ wheat. He does not, in many instanees,
konow the area until he gets the license to
wrow the wheat and, until that license iz in
his possession, he has no justifiention for
planling his evop, Last vear lieenses were
t<xitenl in August and  September—months
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after the crop had been sown—and mostly
they were for a lesser area thun the farmers
had put in, with the result that whea horvest-
ing time came, each farmer was paid
lor 1the wheat prodweed only in proportien
to the quantity he was licensed to grow.
Suppose he had a lieense to sow 300 acres
and he put in 400 acres, one-fourth was de-
dueted from the quantity of wheat de-
livered. Ti is an impossible propesition
for a farmer, in those eircumstances, to
order his super. First of all he cannot
satinfy the super merehant that he will get
sufficient revenue from his crop to meet his
commitments.  The snper  manufaclurer
saya, ‘T will not stand out of wmy pay-
ments and, until you show what your likely
revenue is, 1 cannot deal with you.™

Then there is the ¢uestion of the price
the farmer is zoing to get for his wheat.
We have had no definite information that
he is moing to get any fixed price. The
Minister for Loands, in veply to a question
a Tew days ago, said he had no definite in-
formation that the priee of wheat this
vear would be any different from the price
last year. On the confrary, he had no de-
finite information that the priee this year
will be the sume as that of last year. The
farmer must know what priee he is going
to et per bushel hefove he can make up
his estimnles and o 19 his ereditors and
ask far eredit to carry on next scason. If
be gues ta the Agricultural Bank or to any
othor bank, the first guestion asked is,
““What vevenue are vou going to get?’’
Uniil he knows the price he is going to
receive for his wheat it is impossible for
him fo make up a halanee sheel, estimate
his reeeipts and expenditure, oy get his
requirements.

T admit that wheat is not the only com-
maodity ke zrows. Take the case of wool:
The woolgrower knows of the existence of
the agreement with the British Govern-
ment, and is folly aware that unless the
existing arvangement is altered he will get
the same priee ax he received lost year. He
knows what quantity of wool his sheep will
ecut per head, and is  therefore able to
form a fairly aecurate estimate of the re-
turn he will rveceive from his wool. With
farming generally, cven down the Great
Seuthern which is not a reeognised wheat-
rrowing avea, wheat forms a considerable
portion of {he farmer’s revenue, and un-
less he ean make an estimate of the re-
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turn he will get from his wheat crop, it
is impossible for him to go te merchants
and meke Lhe necessary arrangements for
next season’s work,

Another question excreising the farmer’s
mind is that of the payment he is to re-
ceive on the area he does not cultivate. In
order to restrict the growing of wheat as
far as possible, the farmer has been told
that he will be licensed to grow only a cer-
tain proportion of his usual crop. Roughly
speaking, one-third is to be cut ont, and
he is to he compensated for the area not
sown to the extent of 1s. per bushel. But
how is that going to be computed? Will
it be on last year’s average or the average
of the property over a number of years?
Will it he on the State’s average? Or what
i5 to be the basis? The farmer must have
that information hefore he can estimate his
probable revenne.

The Minister has told us that payment
will be arranged on a zone basis, hut then
he read a letter he had received from the
Minister for Commerce in which the Com-
monwealth Minister asked bim to put up
a suggestion on hehalf of the State, elearly
indicating that the information is not
available. I am aware that the Minister
cannot give the information—this is a
Federal matter—but I beg of the Minister
to take up the matter with the Federal
(iovernment and peint out the hopeless
position in which our farming industry is
placed through laek of this information,
and demand that the information he made
available, at the latest, hefore the end of
this week. If the Minister cannot get the
information, T ask him to give that faet
the usual publicity that he has heen giving
to his activities.

The Minister for Lands: T do not like to
foreeast anything, but I have net the in-
formation, althongh T have repeatedly ask-
ed for it.

Mr. SEWARD: I bhelieve that is the
case, but for some reason, during recent
weeks, the Minister has been rather silent
ag regarde the agrieultural industry. Pro-
hably this is beeause he has not the infor-
mation to give. Still, it would be hetter
for him to say publicly that he cannot give
the information, instead of having our
farmers running down the Minister for not
giving it.

The Minister for Lands: T do not mind
that at all.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SEWARD: But 1 do. The Minister
has always given wme the utmost assistance
and has supplied any information in his
possession, and I do not want to see him
wrongly condermned for not giving informa-
tion when he has not the information to
give. By simply giving publicity to the faet
that he has not the information but is en-
deavouring to got it, he will allay the fears
of the farmers in that respect, and they will
know that the blame does not lic at the door
of the Minister.

Another point I wish to make is that
although the Minister has not been able to
give this information, a statement was made
by the chairman of the Agrieultural Bank
Commissioners a few weeks ago. Mr. Dono-
van is 2 man [ hold in the highest esteem
but, with all due respect to him, he is not
the man from whom such statements should
come. He said that the farmer could put in
one-third less of his usual ares under wheat
but if, when the Federal Government makes
its announcement, the reduction is not one-
third, it is the Federal Government’s an-
nouncement the farmer has to accept, not
Mr. Donovan's. Tt is only fair that the state-
ment should come from the responsible auth-
ority so that the farmer will know definitely
where he stands.

Another matter has come into prominence
Intely to whick T wish hricfly to refer. This
is @oing to have serious consequences on
some of our country towns. A few weeks
axo a confercnce was held between the Com-
monwealth Government and representatives
of the Associated Banks, and the result was
that the banks were asked to close certain
branches throughout the eountry. It was
stated that this was being done for national
speurity reasons in order to release as much
manpower as possible for war service. Late
in Marveh it was announeed that the only
hank condneting hnsiness in  Kondinin, a
town in my eclectorale, was to close its office
there, and that the business was to be trans-
forred to Kulin, a town about 15 miles away.
That would be a very serious matter for
Kondinin—indeed, it would be for any other
town similarly affected; in fact, I go so far
as to say that it will ruin the business people
there, heeause if the residents have to go to
another town to do their banking, naturally
it will follow that they will do their other
husiness in that town and will not ge into
Kondinin at all. As soon as the naotification
appeared that the hank at Kondinin was elos-
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ing, 1 telegraphed to ihe Minister for War
Organijsation of Industry (Mr. Dedman) in
the following terms:—

National Bank closing its Kondinin branch
which is the only bank serving a large farming
district. Stop. This action is dircetly opposed
to the promise given by you to Bank Officers’
depufation on third March. Stop. TProposed
action if not stopped will ruin husiness men
concerned, Stop. Will you pleuse take nction
to retain the only hank in Kondinin?

To that tolegramt I reeeived the following
reply :—

Referring to your Jettergram of first April
banks requested on 23th March not to close
any branehes until the whole matter investi-
gated by my department. Stop. It is not my
intention to remove hanking facilities from
point wherc this will eause dislocation of busi-
ness, Stop. Further justructions have heen
issmed to the hanks.

To that L telegraphed:~—

Denpite your assurances Nationnl Bank today

closed Kondinin branch,
That was on the 5th April. The Minister,
in his telegram to me, stated that the elos-
ing of banks at points where it would causc
dislocation of business was not in keep-
ing with the Commonwealth Government’s
policy.  The Minister wrote to me in
that respeet, and I also had the oppor-
tunity to read the report of the deputa-
tion from the Bank Officers’ Association
which wseited on the Minister, The Fede-
ral Minister then made it perfeetly elear
to that association that it was not intended
to close & bank if it were the only hank
operating in a town, but that the regula-
fion was heing brought in to close banks
where perhaps five or six were operating
in a country town, if that number was
thought to be out of proportion to the
population which they were serving. Sinee
then, T have received another telegram
from the Minister to the following effect:—

Referring to vour teleegram  of  the Gth
inat.——

That is the one notifying him of the ¢los-
ing of the bank at Kondinin—
it is proposed to call conference with the
Trading Banks to discugs closing of branches.

That is the position as it stands today.
Therefore, the closing of hranch banks in
country distriets, so far as I have heen able
to ascertain, has not heen done in secord-
ance wilh the National Security regulation,
which was veally designed for the closing
of branches where there were ton many
doing business in one particulax place.

a00L

Since then onother unforlunate matter
came under my notice. Certain banks have
decided to close their hranches in some of
the country towns, and it has been arranged
that if bank A eloses its hraneh in one
town, it shall transfer its business to hank
B in that town, while bank B will close
in a different town and transfer its busi-
ness to hank A. In that way hanking faeili-
ties in country towns would be gradually
redueed. That perhaps is a matter for the
banks coneerned; they would probably close
branches if the business offering did not
warrant their continuance. But the effect
will be this: A person may have given a
mortgage to Bank A, which will close its
branch. He will, therefore, have to ar-
range fo discharge that mortgage and give
another one te the bank eontinuning in
husiness, He will consequently be muleted
in payment of fees, depending upon the
amount of the mortgage. He might have
to pay as much as £25 or £30 in fees. 1
would like to know whether the Agrienl-
tural Bank will find these fees, or whether
any bank will.

Even if the borrower is accommodated,
he will have to pay the debt at some future
date. That is a very serions matter for
some of our econntry towns, and I make no
apology for hringing it io the notice of the
House. It is only one of the many difficulties
under which country towns ave Iabouring,
In passing, T may say I am not one of those
whoe wanot to rant and rail against the
banks, which have played an important part
in the development of our country districts
during the past 50 or 60 years. Certain vo-
forms are, however, necessary in hanking
legizlation teday, and it behoves the State to
see that those changes do not detrimentally
aftect the interests of the people of the State.
T warn the Government that the position in
eountry distriets is beeoming sevious foday.
Apart altogether from war influences, people
are leaving the eounfry; farms are heing
nbandoned ; thern are empty shops in eonntry
towns and business people are closing down
their bosinesses. TUnless this ix pnt a stop to,
the cconomic effects upon the State will e
vory grave,

There is only one other wmatter to which
I wish to vefer and that is lignor control.
This matter has eome very prominently he-
fore the publie in recent days. T (o not
for an instant say that the bhlame for the
trooble lies at the door of the State Gov-
ernment, I say without fear of ermtra-
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The Minister lor Railways: I will take
Full yesponsibility for everything I have
done.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 am not worrving about
what the Minister has done but what he
has not done.

The Minister tor Railways: I will take
full responsibility for that, too.
The  Premier: What  about

civilians?

Mr. SEWARD: T am dealing with  the
military at the moment. Tf the military
authorities had doue their job, the eivil
police conld have operated. The failure
of the military {o control the soldiers pre-
vented the eivil police from doing anything.
Admittedly an alteration was made on the
Greal Southern line where the sale  of
hottled Higuor was prevented for sbout a
week,  But that was only when an unfor-
tunate wan nearly severed  his arm by
sma=hing u window because he was  too
ineepable of knowing how te open the door.
The member for Williams-Naerogin  (Mr.
Doney) was on that train, and an ambulance
had to be summoned to get the man to hos-
pital.

drunken

My Donex: T was covered with the man's
hload,

A, SEWARD: The situalion was so bad
that wamen would not fravel hy the irain.
That is enly because a small minority had
heen allowed to have its own way. Beeause
the military authorities have refrained from
confrolling the noruly clement  {lie goad
natne of the soldiers has heen hesmirched.
The militury must aceept a large amount of
the hlamne for the frouble that oceurred in
Perth.  Fortunately since members of this
party sent a {elegram to the Minister for
War, pickets have been appointed. T saw
the first pieket T have ever seen during this
war marching down Hav-strect last night.
Tf the anthorities persevere in that divee-
tion mueh of the trouble will he overeome.
T consider that the position of the lotel-
keeper and the rights of the general pub-
Nie should he  given  consideration  when
hours of tradine arve deeided upon,

MR, DONEY { Williams-Xarrogin}
FTL35T: The Conntry  Party  makes no
apology for having initiateld the agitation
that led lo the ealling of this speeinl sit-
finw,

Mr. Witbers: What? Who snid that?
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Mr. DONEY : | think (he nadure of the
valnahle information which has heen forth-
coming, particularly from Ministers who
have spoken, was ample justiiention for what
this party did.

Mr., Withers: You do kid vourselves!

Mr. DONEY : My only regret i that nnem-
hers on the (iovernment side of the House
have refrained from  participating i the
debate.

My, Thorn: They have heen gageed.

Mr. DONEY: The Premier made a highly
interesting speech with regard to the war
situation ag 1 affects this State. 1t most
be admitted, however, that he told us little
we did not previously know.  That, of
comrse, was bhecause the Premier was re-
quired to make more or less lengthy state-
ments hoet at the same time was denied the
use of essential material,  The Premier’s
excuse no doubt is—and it is guite a proper
oue too, I should imagine—that the dehates
in Parliament are of a publie c¢haracter and
that he is thevefore hamstrung by an en-
foveed disevetion.  The Premier intimated
that confidential war information would he
of no use to memhers of this Honse herause
they would not he able, or rather would have
loo much sense, 1 hope, to pass on such infor-
mation to their people.

But the Premier missed the point, which is
not that we would wish Lo pass on that infor-
mation, hut that the possession of such know-
ledge would ecnable us to give sounder adviee
in our constituencies and prevent us from
giving nnsound adviee, [t would also enahle
uy o deny or at least discount wmuaeh af the
rumour, mizunderstanding and stupid talk
that secares credence amang a certain type
of people, and in the long run does a good
deal of havm. It ix not that we expeet to
share the conlidence of the G.O.C, hut we
eonld have heen told eertain facts witheut
perhaps being given an explanation of how
those facts were stratexieally velated. 1
think that if the Premier had drawn up a
statement on that hasis. and had referred it
to the G.0.C. For censorship, members of
this House would have heen quite prepared
to receive that censored statement as the hest
the T'remier could do.

Judging from general conversation in the
lobbies, members had hoped for more com-
plete details in regard to the work taking

place or that should he taking place
in the Midland Junction Workshops. That,
after all, iz our principal  contrilmtion

of any size to the war effort in vespeet of
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the production of munitions and armaments.
The faet that the Premier said preactieally
nothing ahout what was happening at Mid-
fand Junection would tend to leave the im-
pression, I am afraid, that there is much
in that eonnection that he prefers not to dis-
close.  Certain it is that the Minister for
Tadustrial Development gave a good deal of
data with vespeet to what parts are pro-
duced at Midland Juanetion, but he gave no
figures.  He mentioned the names of the
articles produced bhut would not nake it
clear whether one, 1,000 or 10,000 were being
produced. T helieve that in answer to a
question by way of interjection the Premier
suid that if members of this House only
knew what had been done or what was heing
done, they would be astonished. That is
quite lkely correct, but the question is
whether members would be satisfied,

| do not like the amount of talk hy Min-
isters and others—outside as well as here—
to the cffect that we and the people in the
Kastern States arve doing an amazingly satis-
factory job with regard to war production.
T eannot help fecling that that is a lot of
nonsense. I eonsider that all this hoasting
nhout 100 per cent, war cffort doex ws no
gond. Therve ts eertainly no such thing in this
State or in the Kastern States of anything
approaching a 100 por eent, effort. 1f what
we are doing here and what is being done on
the other side, is the best we can do, then
the good Lord help ns, because it is pitifully
tnadequate to the situation! Tt is no use
pretending that we are flat out. We have
nont gone hnlf-way townrds that achievement.

{ admit that in certain directions there are
potentinlly bright spots. The Minister for
Tndustrial Nevelopment for instanee gave
very cncouraging review of the alunite de-
posits at Lake Campion. Fven in that ve-
spoet thore was no promise of any im-
mediate use being made of those deposits,
because 1 think he indiented thal not
until at least six months have elapsed will
we even be nble to put raw alunite deposits
on the market, wherens so far as the
alnmina extreaet is concerned, it will pro-
hably—though the Minister did not say so
—he at least nine months hefore it ean be
sent on to wherever it is going to he pro-
cosxedl. T do not wish to grumble about the
general situation there. T agree with those
who have said that so far as ean he seen
the CGovornment or the responsille Minis-
ter who econducted the megotiations with
thime interested, did so in a sensible way.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Another bright spot is the manner in
which people in the country centres have
set about taking precautions against air
raids, The gerious, systewatic and enthusias-
tic way in which the ladies of the first aid
posts, the volunteer defence eorps and the
men of the A.R.P. have conducted black-
outs and moeck raids is heartening in the
extreme. They are doing all that work
without any financinl assistance from the
departiment eoneerned, which is administer-
¢d by the Minister for Mines. I hesitate
to introduce a discovdant note here, but it
should be said that the treatment meted
out to quite a number of eountry eentres
by the department eontrolled by the Minis-
ter in charge of civil defence was, at least
in the days immediately following the com-
meneement of the war with Japan, dis-
heartening in the extreme, very intolerant
and, sp for as some officials were concerned,
of a slightly disconrteous character.
Tt was also very hard indeed for people in
the country areas to take, seeing that they
set enthusiastically nbout what they thought
to be, and what has been shown to be, a
very neeessary bat somewhat difficult job.
No doubt there are other bright spots in
the State’s industrial and general outlook
which might come to mind if one were to
think long cnough abont the subject, but
whether or no, there has certainly heen a
good deal of waste, mnddling and misunder-
standing which, in the aggregate, has in-
creased diffienlties exeeodingly,

Reverting to  the position at Midland
Junction, there are rumours that in the work-
shops the men are often idle for long periods
when they are required teo kill time by any
old method. There may bhe quite a lot of
exaggeration wrapped up in the rumours
that ave going round, bat in the persistent
tates that are heard about men willing to
work—it is not o question of laziness—but
heing required to stand aside, there may he
quite a lot of truth. I understand that work
in the shops is constantly held up by re-
peated delays in the sapply of parts and
materinls that have to he brought from the
Fastern States.  Those delays arve largely
eansed through the congestion on the rail-
way svstem, which is a natural condition in
times such as the present, and therefore
cannot. he avoided.

T have been told that a good many men,
highty qunlified in their respective grades of
work, have heen drawn from the railway
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serviee and placed in the Midland Junection
Workshops. The present condition of the
railway rolling stock tends to show that that
was & most ill-advised action on the part of
whoever was responsible.  The Premier
knows that the prineipal job of the men at
the Midland Junction Railway Workshops
wils to cater for the repairs neecssary to
engines brought off the track. There seems
to be u quite senscless urge in Western Aus-
tralia that as much of the defence work as
possible should be taken from Eastern States
coneerns and carried out in this State,
ivrespective of whether or not the work ecould
he wndertaken satisfaetorily, profitably and
economically here. T think that line of action
s most stapid, partieulavly in times such as
the present,  Why not give up all such
profitless work? Let it be undertaken in
ihe Bastern States where the materials, the
plant and the parts ave already availahle?
L refer, of course, te those jobs that are
affected by lack of material within this State.
I therefore suggest to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development that he should investi-
wate the position at Midland Junection with
the objeet of discontinuing there such johs
as conld he move economically enrried out in
the Kastern States, I think members gen-
orally will ngree that it does not matter one
tiny little hit in what State a job is done—
provided it is carried out soundly and with
the least possible loss of time. Of course,
while proceeding alang those lines, the objeet
shonld also be to release railway mechanics
~0 that they would he able to ecarry out the
repair work necessary on engines, to which
T have already allnded.

Members generally, particularly those who,
through living in conntry districts, have to
travel frequently on the railways, know how
sevious has become the position regarding
repairs. Those eountry members are aware
that railwaymen ave working far longer
hours than normally, and that enginedrivers,
filremen and geards in particular are under-
uoing a severe physical strain, As the work
on the rapilways is inereasing, so the number
of men to do cssential work is deereasing.
Tt does not need a great deal of thought to
foresee the disaster towards which we arve
hending.  As the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Reward) has pointed out on a number of
oceasions—he has even done so during the
current debate—the numhber of engines that
hreak down is alarming,

Mr. Watts: The break-downs oecur with
monolonous regularity.
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Mr. DONEY : I would not altogether agree
with the hon. member’s statement, becanse I
know of a number of recent occasions when
trains have been promptly on time hoth
respecting arrivals and departuves, although
such oceasions are not now so frequent as
they were in pre-war days. In support of
the point of view held by the member
for Katanning (Mr. Watts), I recall,
however, that a train on the Great
Southern left my station 23 minutes late
and, for some reason I have not been able
to ascertain, was three hours and ten
minuntes late on arrival in Perth. The strain
on railway rolling stock, partienlarly on eon-
gines, will be heavier still, particularly in
view of the announcement indicating the as-
sumption of virtua] control by the Com-
moenwealth (tovernment over railway trans-
port in this State. We must admit it would
he futile to hlame the railway management
for the existing state of affaivs. Military
demnnds have not only meant that the cn-
wines and rolling stock generally must be
worked for longer hours to hanl heavier
laads, but it also means that the number
of engines at the disposal of the State has
actually  lessened. T could say exactly
where some engines have gone, but 1 think
that information ecould hetter be given by
the "remier or the Minister for Railways.

As I see it, it is not at all unlikely that
soon the number of rail jowmeys in this
State will have to he reduced from the
numhber we have heen aecustomed to under
normal schedunle, so that a few engines at
a time can he put aside for repair and
-overhanl before a more serious and exten-
sive situation can arise. We do not know
what awaits us, but it is easily possible that
within u week, a fortnight or a month we
shall have to depend on safe and sound
rolling stoek and a staff of able and ener-
getic railway officials to toke women and
children from places of peril to eentres of
safety further inland, and at the same time
to take onr troops and munitions to the
spot wheve danger threatens or, if it should
so happen, to the point where the encmy
has struek. In fhese eivrenmstances, the
problem of vepairs to volling stock is one
of prime national and personal importance.

At this stage T desire to deal with a ques-
lion that bas already been ably traversed
by the member for Pingelly. I refer to
the subjeet of hulk handling which was
introduneed into the debate a few days azo
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by the Minister Tor Lands, when he au-
nomeed the Federal tiovernment s deeision
to  assnme  control  of  bulk  handling
installations throughout Anstvalia. I was
indeed glad to tearn that the Minister was
wise enough not to assoclate himselt with
the reasons given by the Fedeval Minis-
ter for assuming thut control, and 1 com-
pliment him on that attitwde, What his
attitnde muy be when he has had an op-
portunity further to investigate the posi-
tion, I do not know: but we are all aware
that bulk handling involves highly techni-
citl and complex work whieh is wnderstood
by few people indeed, and eertainly not by
the Federal Minister who, T understand, has
nol previously heen associated with wheat
and hns been in his present offiee but o
comparatively few shovt wecks.  In face
of the Minister's evident ignorance on
sucl matters, he very quickly arrived at
the most amazing decision that, in the in-
terests of the nation, these highly impor-
tant instrumentalities  must  he foreibly
taken trom these who  wunderstand their
operations, and be handed over to the econ-
tvol of a Government that knows nothing
whatever about such work., Al that has
heen done despite the faet that there was
a unanimoens vote pgainst any such con-
tral on the part of members of the Fede-
ral Wheat Board.

Tieluded i this in-tallatiem is Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling, Limited of Western
Mustralia, That eoneern is known thronech-
ol the wheat world, both oversea and in
Austrvalin, It is known for the excellenee
of 1~ wanagement, and is equally tavour-
ably known far the simallness of its eapi-
tulisation, and For the unusanl faets thaot
the syztem actually shaws a profit and he-
long~ to the farmwrs who wse it Al mem-
heva om these benehes and members on the
Lenehes to owmy lelt, mud also wmemhers on
the other xide of the House knowing the
position, must objeet very shrongly indeed
to the 1ceent proposal, which so far as I
can see Teaves  the distnrbing  impression
thal under cover of' the emergeneies of the
war a Govermuent on the other siile of Aus-
tralia is setting out upon a poliey of na-
tionalisaiion  of  industry. The  present
situntion i~ highly eritical, I do not wish
to touel on comtraversinl grounds, but il
happens to be neeessary to the point T am
making,

[ ASSKMBLY.]

Following Mr, Ward s suggestion for the
nalionalisation of the eoal industry and
Mr, Curtin’s announeed intention to  im-
pose uniform taxation—meaning, so far as
we are converned, the (aking away from s
of the right to govern ourselves in the im-
portant aspeet of finance—we  had M.
Senllys decision 1o take over bulk hand-
ling.  These focls cause this side of the
Honse 1o hold a suspicion that the Gov-
ernment on the other  side of the con-
tinent is using  the present sitmation to
further one of the objeets of its pelitieal
desives, Tl could be shown that this pro-
posal will in any way minister to the na-
tional well heing, then, like every other
memher of this Chamber, 1 would be in-
deed zlnl to support it.  But in the eir-
crinstauees as 1 see theny 1 ean do noth-
ing other than yegard this business as a
piece of most  andacious hushranging- -1
camal desevibe it more weenrately o5 1 zee
i, [ oreeard it as an utterly destruetive
proposal. 1t intringes upon our State veo-
nomy amd apon o right to govern  onr-
selves {0 our own advantags, providing, of
conrse, that we do nothing whatever in-
consistent with the requirenients of the war
cffort.

I hold the opinion that it is not only the
Federal Minister who i~ to hlime, 1 helieve
that strong and wealthy bageed whent in-
levests in (he Eastorn States paved the way
T (his- -bot quile unwittingly, mind!  Had
those interests known that their machinations
would have ghis effecl, they might lave
adnpted o diffevent course,  To nnderstand
the position | think it neeessary that the
House ~honld know something about (he v.m-
strnetion ol the Australian Wheat Board,
which was brought into being three vears
aga by Remator Meleay for the purpose of
controlling the Australian wheat trade, |
rorall, teo, it was sabd at the time that the
Senator put an that board  every related
Bus~iness interest : that is, srowers, merchauts,
co-operators and so forth, witlh the object,
[ wnderstand, of secuving that the several
conflicting interests wonld have the effvet of
eaneelling each other out, as it were, Any-
how, it does not appear ax thoush thal effect
has ensued, heeanse the whole husiness has
heeome one of acute antagoni=m between the
strongly entrenched hagmed wheat infervests
and the newer and therefore less power-
fullv rntrenched intervests concerned with
bulk handling.  For a long time appear-
anees  have suegested  that  the Dreevfus-
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Bunge group, Lthe cornsack and bagged wheat
group with world affiliations has gradually
passed into a position of control of the
board, but not complete eontrol—I want to
mzke that plain—because the co-operative
group, which is really the Co-operative Bulk
Handling Co, of Wostern Austenlin, a
small but very knowledgeable and extremely
pugnacious group, put up a brilliant resist-
anece, Had this group not possessed those
gnalifieations, it would probably have becn
stibmerged long ago.

It has always looked to me as though
the bagped wheat group adopted as its policy
the discrediting of bulk handling, which,
as membery on this side of the House are
aware, yielded practically nothing te the
financial returns of that group. The hagged
wheat group wanted the State to reverl to
bagged wheat, which had, as we here know to
our sorrow, for very many years yielded an
extremely heavy rake-off to that group from
every country in the world growing wheat,
It was, of course, with the object of curing
that position that bulk handling installa-
tions eame into being throughout Anstralia.
The bagged wheat gronp aimed to diseredit
bulk handling through the agency of the
weevils, by smothering the whole issue, as
it were, with weevils. The allegation was
that weevils in bulk wheat were assuming
unmanageahle proportions. It is no wonder
that in those circumstances Mr. Bill Diver,
speaking under the stress of accumulated
irritations said, “I see no weevil, I fear no
weevil, T feed no weevil” 1 do not know
that that remark met the sitnation fully, but
it was cortainly apt.

In pursuance of their poliey the bagged
wheat merchants were instrumental, T be-
lieve though T am speaking from memory,
in sending over to this State Messrs. Perrett,
Wilson and Cameron, men who were quite
unfitted for the job, as was proven later, but
who reported on the weevil sitnation here in
the most condemnatory terms. The real
object of their report can be gauged when it
is disclosed that Mr. Cameron was on the
staff and of course in the constant pay of
Dveyfus and Co. whose profits to a Jarge ex-
tent go, I believe, oversea. There were at
the same time three other men who came
along to investignte and report—2>Messrs. Tilt
and Hamblin were two of them. Represent-
ing more direetly the farming interest, those
three investigators might have heen expected
to know a little more about the job. Their
report indieated that in respeet of weevil the
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position was normal cnough, which meant
that their views were largely favourable to
hulk handling.

How outrageously misleading, to put it
mildly, was the earlier report is proved by
the fact that when the big silo at Fremantle
came to be emptied—a silo containing wheat
that wus fwo years old, and therefore in a
condition likely to set up weevil growth—the
silo through which the bagged wheat people
expected the propriety of their charges to be
demonstrated—when that silo was opened
for export it was found that 99.7 per ecent.
of the wheat was passed as f.a.g, without
any dilliculty. Well Y0.7 per cent. is of
courst as approximate to 100 per cent.
as can well be imagined. T dare say that a
great deal of the .3 per cent, representing the
halance was dust and matter of that kind.
T'hus there eould not possibly have been a
better report from the standpoint of Co-
operative Bulk Handling. It was, of course,
in the main, a great eompliment to the care
that eompany excreised in its work,

I do not know whether I have made it
piain that while the Minister is responsible,
technically at all events, for the stand on
behalf of nationalisation of industry, it was
the very mean atlitude of the bagged wheat
merchants that presented him, unwittingly I
admit again, with that idea.  Quite de-
liberately the bagged wheat merchants sought
to create the notion that bulk handling was at
the merey of the weevil. As a result, the
Minister gained the impression that the situa-
tion was vipe for expleitation, not from a
commereial hut from a political aspect, His
tronbles, of course, about the weevils! I do
not think he bothered a great deal about that
phase. I believe that Mr. Sevlly, the Com-
monwealth Minister for Commerce, is an
honest man. By those who know him I am
told that he is. But certainly he is not a
man competent to handle a complex sitwa-
tion such as represented by the need for the
disposal of the nation’s wheat despite exist-
ing transport ohstacles, It is known to me
and to other members sitting on this side
of the House that Mr. Seully all too fre-
quently changes his mind. That is a dis-
advantage in a publie man carrying Mr.
Seully’s responsibilities. He appears to have
a mania for publishing his ideas before he
is sure of them. Members will agree that
we have ample evidence of that lately in his.
michandling of thix season’s wheat eropping
arrangements.
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If the Minister had restrieted his inter-
ferenee to the ill-run and very expensive
installations in New South Wales and Vie-
toria, and left our nation’s vineyard alone,
the position would have heen bad enough,
but not nearly so bad as it is now. Members
can casily judge what feelings will be
aroused in Western Anustralia over this busi-
ness. We know that wheutgrowers gener-
ally in these days lead a drab and disheart-
ening existence. One thing we are justifiably
proud of is our eo-op. bulk handling which
belongs to the farmers, and is being run by
good reliable farming men who have gradu-
ated, as it were, to the directorate. Co-
operative Bulk Handling has done what no
other company has done; it has succeeded,
Instead of creating admiration on the part
of the Yederal Government and of its com-
petitors, it seems to me that its suceess has
only aroused the cupidity of the Federal
Government, and the jealousy of its com-
petitors. It so happens, too, that it can
handle wheat at two-thirds of & penny per
bushel; no oue efse ean do that.

I am not sure whether the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) mentioned this, but
in respeet to the operations of Co-operative
Buall Handling I point out that all profits—
that is in execess of the costs—go back into
the company with the objeet of reducing its
capitalisation. That company belongs, not
to any private concern, but to the farmers of
this State. [f very mueh annoys members
on this side of the House that the Federal
Government should have chosen for an attack
& thriving concern which has been built up
by the wheatgrowers of the State over the
last 10 or 11 years. If the Government must
do that sort of thing, why does it not have
the pluck to taekle the bagged wheat in-
tevests, which do not give anything like the
assistanee to the nation in times like these
that is given hy the Co-operative Bulk
Handling concern?

In the matter of manpower there is ample
scope for intervention with regard to bagged
wheat. Bagwed wheat interests in the other
States frequently have some five or six
agents competing for business at one siding.
Another phase of this confiseatory movement
is that it is likely considerably to inerease
handling eosts in Western Anustralia, for
under the threatened new system costs will,
I ovnderstand, bhe pooled, and we here in
Western Australia will have to. hear our pro-
pottionate share of the far higher costs of
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the less expertly run bulk instatlagions in.
the Eastern States.

I point out that practically the whole of
the weevil infestation in wheat is found in
the depots controlled direetly and exclusively
by the Federal body and not by Co-operative
Bulk Handling. That being the case, it is
difficult to understand how the general posi-
tion of inscet infestation would be improved
by bringing more facilities under the control
of the Federal anthority. There is a point
L wish to clarify with regard to storage
charges. This is in regard to wheat stored
in bins belonging to the bulk handling com-
pany as eompared with that stored by mills,
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., reeeives
storage charges amounting to one-sixteenth
of a penny per hushel per week as from.
the 15th April. The mills on the other hand
receive one penny per bushel on the wheat
stored during the whole year.

MR. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [12.20]: I
am pleased that the Bouse has been called
together for a discussion on matters of
vital interest to the welfare of the State.
T am, however, disappointed not to find a
larger number of members in their seats this
morning, I was rather surprised that some
members shounld indicate that they were re-
sponsible far Parlinment heing called to-
wether, that they shonld have eclaimed to
have been the ones who led to that being
done. I think every member was anxious
that Parlioment should he ealled together so
{hat we might have these discussions. No
one section of the House ean elaim eredit
for this, for it is something I think we
all desired.

Mr, Doney : Members on your side do not
seem lo have availed themselves much of
the opportunity afforded.

Mr. TRIAT: All parties of the House
are equally interested in these questions.

My, Patvick: What about your announce-.
ment in the Press?

Mr. TRTAT: All we were interested in
was the endeavour to have Parliament
called together as fquickly as possible.

The Minister for Works: All parties
asked that the House be called fogcther.

Mr. Berry: It does not signify who was
responsible for the reassembly of Parlia-
ment,

Mr. TRIAT: I am at all events pleased
that the opportunity to discuss these ques-
tions has now heen given to us. Many of the
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speeches we have heard durving the debate
have really dealt with private members’
business. That may be a good idea, for
wmembers come from different parts of the
State and have different arguments to ad-
vance. I am surprised that more has not
been said about the welfare of the country
trom the point of view of the war. I have
not been satisfied with the endeavours that
have heen made cither in  this State or
in the rest of Ausiralin. For a period
people were under the impression that Aus-
tralia was not likely to suffer from enemy
attacks, and that impression prevailed
until the Japs oetuvally did attacl Western
Australin. Everyone then rushed about
and said that we must prevent an invasion
and must immediately set ahout providing
air raid shelters.

Apart from the ereciion of sand bunds
and air raid  shelters, there seems
to have heen very little activity in
the diveetion of proteeting the coun-
try. We reeall that volunteers were
asked to dig trenches on the Esplanade
ot Sunday morning for the prevention of
enemy landings. ’eople were asked to
bring their shovels nnd perform the work.
Whilst men were digging those trenches
ericket halls were flying out on the Hspla-
nade. Very litile seems to have heen done
for the prolection of the State against an
invasion. Many people assume that we are
guing to be left alone. Those who have
followed the trend of events and understood
the tactiez of the Japanese will appreeiate
that they are hent on sceuring all possible
oil, iin and iron resources. If they once
master the southern seas, they will then en-
deavour ta conguer India. Tt may be that
the Japanese think Australia is at pre-
sent fon weak in cither defence or offence
to worey ahoul just now. 1f they had not
ather things to do, they would have been
liere long ago. BEvidently their intention is
1o leave the weaker countries until they
have tackled and, if possible, overvome the
stronger countries,

I remember saying some 12 months ago
in thi~ Chamber that we were just playing
at munition manufactare. What T said
then contained move truth than I thought
it did. We have been told all about the
wimderful work that is being done at
Welshpool, bnt nothing has yet been pro-
dueed there. T understand that nothing
will he produced theve until next July.
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We have been told that no machinery is
yet available for munition manufacture.
We are also told that we may have to wait
for the machinery to come from some other
country. If that is so, we might as well al-
low that other eountry to make the muni-
tions for us. My opinion, however, is that
we have all the means required in the
State for the manufactare of munitions.
We are a small part of the Commonwealth
that ix ¢ndeavouring to do something in a
smnll way,  Other States are turning out
munitions, although within their horders
they possess no better  qualifieations ov
facilities than we possess,

Mr, Doney: Did we not lack essentinl
materials?

Mr. TRIAT: We do not lack anything
the other States have exeept the class of
coal refquired, Indeed, there are some com-
modities that we possess heve that are not
found in the other States.

Mr. Donev: Does the Minister know that?

Mr, TRIAT: No doubt he docs, He has
experts to advise him, whereas I am not an
expert, We have in this State ingredients
that have had to be imported by the other
States for the fabrieation of many things,
hut we have not utilised them and have
allowed them to he taken trom us. I wish
to quote now a statement made in Janoary
of last vear by Mr. Forzan Smith, the
Premier of Queensland.  He said—

Queensland is not o mendieant of any kind,
We only want a fair deal in common with
every State in Australin, and if we do not
get 2 fair deal we ave going to kick up hell
about it until we get it. ‘*Too late’’ is not
going to he my cpitaph.

The Premier of Queensland then went on
to tell wlaf had been done in that State,
and continued~—

The Australian workmen have already done
tremendona things in that direction, which so-
ealled experts sdeemed impossible. They sent
a Commission to Quecnsiand, and it rcported
that there were no machine tools in Queens-
land to work with, and that there were no
master gauges available; yet we are turming
out master gauges and machine tools today.
We were the first to build ships during the
war, and those in our shipyards owned by the
people of Queensland.

In Queenslind there were neither tools nor
master gauges, hut the authorvities in  that
State did not import those articles but set
about manufacturing them. The most essen-
tial thing is for us to put forth every pos-
sible effort to win the war, and defend this
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counlry in the event of aggression. There
Is no doubt we shall be attacked. 1 maintain
that the Japanese have left us alone only
hecause they ave of opinion that they esn
come along and take us whenever they desire
to do so. We know what happened to the
“Sydney” and to other units of the Austra-
lian Fleet. Let us wake up to the position.
Let us treat these vellow men as an enemy
of some importanee, which they undoubtedly
are. It is not a joke. It serms to he a
question of hush-hush policy about military
affairs, We nre supposed o be quict and
say nothing. Ii scems that by these means
we will overcome the ememy who has no
oceasion to use hush-hush tacties and speaks
very foreibly., He sayvs how many men he
will pnt into the field, and how many aero-
planes he will use, We do not do that. The
encmy knows more ahout Australia than
does any man in this Chamber,

Ay, Thorn: They might wake up to our
incffieieney.,

Mr. TRIAT: Let us wake our people up
to the position. We will never he able to
heal the entemy until we do something, The
Leader of the Opposition suggests we should
arm the men with rifles. As it happens we
cannot arm them with rifles. But why give
nmen rilles when modern wenpons are heing
used ! Why not arm them with machine guns
and suh-machine guns? The enemy does not
take a rifle; he takes a tommy-gun and eleans
up aur men. He does not have a piece of
steel called a bayonet stuek on the end of
a stick: he fights from a distance with such
weapons as trench mortars, tommy-guns,
tanks, bren gun carriers, and has heaten the
hest men we can put in the ficld. Yet we
have the andacity to sit here and say we
are well protected and able to meet them.

The suggestion of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, to arm the men, is a wise one. But
why suggest a rifte? They might as well he
armed with shanghais. The military have
impressed 1904 rifles with which to equip
men to meet an up-to-late and well-armed
enemy. The position is disgrareful. It is,
however, onc in which we have dviven our-
selves, and if we will not ausist onrsclves
we must be prepared to take the econse-
quences. This morning’s paper reports that
China 15 our wonderful ally, hut that she
velies solely on England and Amerviea for
armament supplies. The British munst not
retreat: we should not retrveat without fight-
ing. The paosition today is that we are not
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prepared, auywhere, to meet the enemy on
fair and reasonable grounds. We give grvund
without loss of men. i

Mr. North: Whom do you blame!?

M., TRIAT: The military heads; the
nineowpoops who told us that Singapore
was impreguable. (feneral Blamey told us
they could not take Singapore, T say that
man is not eapable. He told us that Singa-
pore was impregnable and it did not last
24 hours.

Mr. Doney: You admit you know nothing
ahout it.

My, TRIAT: The time is long overdue for
these men to he pul oul of their jobs and
replaced by men who ean properiv fill the
positions.

Mr. Marshall: Get rid of the old men!

My, TRTAT: Young fellows should le
placed in these positions and not old wen
like us.

My, Wilson: Speak for yourself!

Mr. TRIAT: T feel deeply alout this
watter.  This is my ecountry. If we do
nothing to protect it the other ehap will
take it, and we will have nothing to do
with growing our wheat ar selling our vege-
tables. Tt is niee to have foreixn people
coming here in a friendly way. At one
time T had the impression that women had
no right to he in Parliament or to sit on
juries, but T am lately =altering all my
opintons.  They conld prahabiy have ione
a lot hetter than we have. We have done
nothing. T judge people by results,

Mr. Abbott: The women  could
lrams,

Mr. TRTAT: In evory part of the Tivitish
Kmpire the results of {he war have heen
bad, We have sustained nothing hut re-
verses nid wonderful retreals and evacna-
tions. T.et us in this State of ours do every-
thing to assist in the manufaelure of nuni-
tions, and everything else that zoe~ to-
wards making the war a sweeess from our
point of view.

Ministers have told us that they are ox-
Lremely bisy and have not mueh time. That
Memhers of Parvliament, however,
have not heen so tevribly busy. T contacted
a munher durving the revess period whose
serviees conld he made available,

The Premier: Have they not any initin-
tive?

Alr. TRTAT: They have a certain amount,
hat what ean a memher of Parliament do
politieally if he dees not cet a lead from

drive

i% w0,
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those who know what is being done ? Take
the question of emergeney food supplies!
That was a wonderfully good seheme, hut
many members did not have mueh know-
ledge of it. The Oppesition suggested that
there are no supplies on hand to fll the
orders coming in, The fault is with the
storckeepers in the back eountry who didl
not make applieation in good time. Had
members of Parlinment heen given insirue-
tions to provide for emergencey food snp-
plies to be put inlo their distriets, there
would have been no trouble.

Mr. Berrv: We were told that food sup-
plies werve here.

Mr. TRIAT: They have the food, but
not =ullivient to last a fortnight if any-
thing went wrong.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That would afieet An-
anee,

Mr, TRIAT: Floods have caused short-
ages in one distriet. They have heen ex-
percienced in Mt Magnet, T.eonora and also
al an isolated place like Agnew.

The Minister for Labour: It mostly con
eerns perishable foods.

Mr. TRYAT: There waus a shortage of
baeon, butter and such remmodities. There
should be no sueh shortages. If plenty of
food is available it should be taken to the
outback places. The Minister for Lands
told us vesterday that to bring wheat sup-
plies {o the metrvopolitan area is wrong:
that wore wheatl should go into the back
country., Why doex he pot say that it is
oing uext week ! Owr rolling stock iz he-
mg well and treuly uzed now, and we will
not have many more ehanees to take wheat
into the hack country if the traffie of
troops on the Tastern Goldfieldy line con-
tinues, Wheat stored in the hack country
would hie a1 gond standhy, and even if it
wore never used there would not he mueh
Yoss.

This State cannot do a great amount in
remard to the war effort until it wets its
own iron and steel.  We have plenty of
iron. There is na guestion of a shortage
of ore, but of pig iron. Other ecountries
with very little coal have heen suecessful
in smelting iron ore, It ean be done with
chareonl.  The question of chareoal arises
al<o in connection with gas produeers. An
cnormois {onnage of timber has heen hurnt
in this State in the timher arveas and where
land has heen elearved, bhut not one at-
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Lempl has been made to experiment with
charcoal iron ore. Now, in time of war,
when we find ehareoal iron a wonderful as-
set, we have no knowledge of it. We ave
told that people have been induced to go
into this question, but that may be in the
distant future. The Government vespon-
sible shonld make the experiment to see
whether we ean fabricate iron.

The Premier: You know that if has been
done.

Mr.
irou?

TRIAT; Have we made charcoal

The Premicr: No, hut the cxperiments
vou talk about have been made.

Mr, TRIAT: I do not Lhink lewt. of
charcoal iron has been made in this State,
vet we have wonderful deposits of iron ore.
Our enemy would dearly have liked to have
had Yampi Sound ore made available to
him. We have also other deposits close
to the South-West and no attempt has heen
made to wse them,

The Premier: Yes, there have!

Mr. TRIAT: Well, they have heen un-
successful,  Has lewt, of iren ore heen
turned out ? Xo. Has that much been taken
away from  Western  Australin? No. No
wenuine attompts have been made to fabri-
cate iron ore in Western Australin,

The Premier: During the isst conple of
vears a tremendons  amount of research
work has heen done,

Mr. Marshall: It is not long
railway to the manganese
pulled up.

AMr. TRIAT: We have tanlalite which, as
an alloy, produces one of the highest grade
steels possihle: we also have sheelite, wol-
fram and manganese, and we are supposel
to have deposits of the hest grade of iron
are.

My, Novth: Other people use onr fanta-
lite.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. 1t goes away from the
State.  One member said, “Lel it alt go
away and he made up somewhere else.”
That is o rotten outlook (er a public man in
a4 country such as this. Tt should all he made
here. People should he sent from othey parts
of the Conmonwenith to do the work here.
L am not going tn waste any more time on
this wmatter; no one seems to take mieh notice
of it.

The Premior: For the first time we have
a department  to deal with these  things.

since the
deposits  was
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That department was estublished against, in
many instances, the hostile eriticism of this
House.

Mr. TRIAT: I hope the Premier makes a
sueeess of the department. It is, at times,
only by violent eriticisin that we can get
anywhere. I am not hostile abhout these
things; I feel aggrieved.

I wish now te deal with the question of
gas-producers. According to the Press it
will be compulsory, pretty well, for every-
body to fit gas-producers. Some two vears
ago when there was a likelihood of petrol
shortage I suggested the manufacture of gas-
producers by the State. I said then that
people in the hack eonntry would be penal-
ised by having to pay terrific prices for them.
The State Government has all the facilities
to manufacture gas-producers and could do
it at a reasonahle price. They could be
made available at a eost not to exeeed £20 or
£25. That was not done. Indeed it was
not attempted! What is the position to-day?
If T want a gas-producer I have to pay £60
or £80 for it, and if T want it mounted on
a trailer L have to pay £130 for it.

My, Hughes: If you want terms vou pay
12, 15 or 20 per cent.

Mr. TRIAT: Why did not the Government
take action in the matter? The Government
should have heen the first to put a gns-
producer on the market so that the needs of
our people might be met and to ensure that
they would not he exploited. 'What wonder-
ful money some manufaeturers are making
on the sale of gas-producers! A man in
myv clectorate made a gas-producer for a
three-quarter ton truek engaged in transport-
ing produce over a distance of 140 miles
twice every week, and it cost him £2 17s.
to fabricate and fit to the track.

Mr. Marshall: He wonld not be allowed,
under the regulations, to use it,

Mr. TRIAT: He is using it every day of
the week. That grs-producer cost less than
£3 to make and fit ta the truck.

The Premicr: What did he eharge for
making it?

Mr. TRIAT: Nothing at all; he made it
himself.

The Premier: His time represented some
cast.

Mr. TRIAT: I bave said that the cost of
fabricating and fitting it was under £3.

The Premier: But it might have cost £50
for his own lahour.
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Mr. TRIAT: Not at all. T say without fear
of. conteadiction that o gas-producer cun be
marketed at a price of £20 or £25. It is
scandalous that people should be permitted
to charge the present prices. 1In the early
stages wus-producers could be bonght for
£30, and in Kalgoorlie private people arve
prepared to supply them at a cost of £25
to £30.

Mr. North: Do you claim that there 1s a
monopoly ?

Mr. TRIAT: T claim that there 15 an
agreement amongst manufaeturers nat to
bring the price down,

Mr. Thorn: Of course there 15 an agrue-
ment,

Mr. TRTAT: A gas-producer is not warih
£60, but people are comprlled to pay that
and more for them. 1 hope it is not too lale
even now for the Government to make an
attempt fo market a gas-produeer at a rea-
sonable priee, People in the baeck country
cannot get petrol and they must have some
form of power. T cannaot fil one on my car
hecanse T cannot afford to spend a hundred
pounds on it.

The roferences hy the Minister for Lahouy
to the alunite deposit at Lake Campion were
very intevesting. Before he made his ~peech
I hail given notiee of a question, which was
duly answered, but the chanees ave that had
T known the Minister intended to deal with
the subject, T would not have asked the
questian. Some time ago T interested myself
in the alunite deposit at Lake Campron, and
was very anXious to see it worked. T had
no knowledge of the matervial, but T had read
the report of Mr. Dodds, issued some years
hofore. He pointed out that at Lake Cam-
pion, to a depth of 20£t. there were 15,000,000
tons of ahuite contnining over 44 per cent.
of aluminivin und o high percenfage ot
potash. The potash content is shown ta he
134 million tous, Before the war potash was
worth £12 a {on, but the priee has risen fo
£23 154, and T am given to understand that,
even at that priee, it is not procurable, [If
1% million tons of petash are available at
Lake Campion, it is certainly a wonderful and
very valanhle deposit. Last Ocetoher I made
a statement in this House to the effect that
the Government should not have handed over
this deposit to private enterprise.

The Premier: Would you give a goldmin-
ing leasc to anyhody who wanted it?

Mr. TRIAT: If there was only nne enhi-
mining lease in the State, it should nat he
given te a private individual,
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The Premier: 1o you think the State
should enter into the business of goldmm-
ing?

Mr. TRIAT: TIf there was only one gold
mine in the State, it cortainly should do so.
This deposit is fay too valuable and mueh
too tmportant to the State to he given to any
private concern.

The Premier: We ean all be wise atter toe
event.

Mr. TRIAT: There was an opportunty
to he wise hefore the event. We have
£50,000,000 worth of potash in that deposit,

The Premier: YWho said that?

Mr. TRTAT: Evervone who has reacl the
report knows it. I knew it 12 years ago.

The Premier: But do vou realise that il
might eost twice as mueh fo get it out?

My, TRIAT: We have a seientific comn-
mittee operating in this State, and if its
members are not ahle lo tell us whal the
cost of getting ont the potash would be, they
should be ont of the joh.

The Premier: Why not give the Minister
eredit for cstablishing the industrv?

Mr. TRTAT: I give him all possible eredit
for it.

The Premier: No one has done so hefore,

Mr. TRTAT: But | am not going to give
eredit to anyone who was responsible for
handing over a property of such enormous
value to one purly of individuals, no matter
who they are. They are not entitled to it.

The Minister for Laliour: That ean he
avercone.

Mr. TRIAT: The Minister far Mines
said the lease was owned by H, B. Jackson.

The Premier: Tt 15 in the name of H. B,
Jackson.

Mr. TRIAT : 1f the lease belongs to 11 B.
Jackson and the Slate 15 going (o work it,
{he lease shonld he transferred ta the State
immediately.

The Premier: There is an agreement
course of preparation, with that objeet in
view.

Mr. TRIAT: Why should that he neces-
sary?

The Premicr: 1t isx the same as with the
goldmining people.

Mr. TRIAT: H. B. Jackson and others
connected with the lease are entitled to be
recompensed for their oexperiments and
any work they have done.

The Minister for Labour: Your ideas are
ours. We have been experimenting on that
basis.
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Mr. TRIAT: But I understood from the
Minister that at the end of the war, or 12
months thereafter, the lease wag to be handed
back to the syndicate.

The Premier: If a prospeetor found a
zand mine, would vou ugree to the Stule's
taking it over from him?

My, TRIAT: Many good mines have been
found by prospectors, but this is the only
alunite deposit I know of in Australia, and
it eontains £50,000,000 worth of potash.

Mr. Warner: Do not you think Jackson
should receive compensation?

Mr. J. H. Smith: There is a second de-
posit close to it.

My. TRIAT: I have not read of any other
deposit that containsg such a large quanfity.
I strongly oppose any action that would
prevent the deposit being worked by the
State ox Commonwealth. Tt should not be
worked by private individuals,

Mr. Wurner: The State would have
known nothing about it but for Jaekson.

Mr. TRIAT: The State knew about it
long ago. DMembers on the hon, member's
side knew abont it long before Jackson did.

My, Abhott: But they did not trouble to
investigate it.

Mr. TRIAT: Perhaps they did not have
the means to investigate it. There was a
suggestion that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should assist the State to open up the
deposit by contributing £90,000.

The Premier: And the Commonwealth
did not do so.

Severnl members interjected.

My, SPEAKER: I ask the member for
Alt. Magnet to take no notice of interjer-
tions. '

Mr. TRTAT: We ave now given to under-
stand that the alunite deposit will prohahly
he transferred to the State and compensa-
tion paid to the people who held the lease.
That being 50, I am satisficd.

My, Styants: That is not the hmpression
the Minister gave the House the other day.

My, TRIAT: Certainly it is not. T am
interested in the matter of dealing with
evacuecs. We have been informed that
people have Dbeen evacuated from target
aveas. While I admit that the line of de-
marcation must fall somewhere—

Mr. Hughes: This must e a target area.

Mr. TRIAT: I think it would be.

The Minister for Labour: This front
hench is, anyhow!

Mr. Hughes: It ought to be evacuated.
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Mr. TRIAT: While | admit that the line
of demareation mnst fall somewhere, we fini
that people have been evacnated from one
side of a street to the other. Suvely that
is entively wrong. If people are to he
evaenated from a target area, why should
they he sent from one part of the metro-
poelitan area to another? If evacuation is
nevessavy, why not move them right out?
We have a lot of countyy areas suwitable for
receiving evacuees. The Minister mentioned
sonie of them—on the Great Southern and
in the South-West—and said thev were the
only =afe aveas. Two wmonths aga they
might have heen, but [ doubt wheiher they
are now, Youanmi is n safe area now,
thongh it was not two months age, Youanmi
has o plentiful water sapply, electrie light,
stores of provisions, and housing aceommo-
dation for a thousand people.

Mr. Marshall: Also a hospital and »a
school,
Mr. TRIAT: Yes, and a railway line

within 40 miles of il. T interviewed the
oliicer in charge of  evacuation and men-
tioned Youanmi, and he veplied, *I know
all about it.”

Member: There is no puly at Youanmi,

M. TRTIAT: Yes, there is. Tvery facility
is available for a thousand people.  Women
and children to that number conld he seni
there, and would find ample accommodation
and opportunities for veereation.  Yonanmi
has o zolf course, & swimining pool and a
picture show,  Bat no, such a1 place is nol
considered. Tt is the South-West that is to
rereive the ovacuees, mud the South-West is
shorlt of waler,

M. J0 1L Smith: Not ihe South-West,
the Great Southern,

M. TRTAT: There ave pleniy of places
in the outhack rcomntry to  which people
conld he evaenated. Old Iadies and c¢hildren
shoull certainly be sent right ont there,
They should bhe moved while there is yet
time.  Anyone who has vead the accounts of
invasions knows how voads have heen con-
gested by olil people, women and children,
refugees of all kinds, and have proved not
only a ddetrimeni to our military forees, hnt
alsn a larzet for the enemy, who has not
hesitatedd to nse machine guns on them, T
mn alraid that the Japs will invade this
State, o why not send those people into
the back country? Let them he dispersed
now «n that there will be no worry ahout
ol people and childven, thongh T do not say
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that all children should be evacunted, There
are many plaees iu this State to which
people could be safely sent. Youanmi has
a permanent water sapply only 60 fect

underground.  Vegetables could be grown.
and there would be nothing to worry
nbout unless the enemy reached that

part, in which event it wonld be the end of
evervthing.

Let me now refer to the pegging of prices.
We have had complaints about the Avbitra-
tion Court. I strongly favour arbitration,
though the conrt might make mistakes, but
if it is going to peg wages definitely, the
eost of living should alse he pegged. We
hear much about the work of the Prices
Commissioner, but 1 contend that this is a
wenkness in the administration.  When |
wantued short lengths of tirewood for a covk-
ing stove, 1 used to pay 27s. 8d, for a ton
lot. On three oecasions lately I have tried
fo huy o ton lot and have been refusedl.
People in the husiness offer to supply an
orfinary lond, which is less than half a lon,
for 13s.  They could have supplied o ton,
but they moke a bigger profit by selling the
firvewood in small loads for 13s. I am given
fo understand thal some of ihem deliver
ronsiderably less than halt a ton and chavge
vates ranging up to 37s Gl per ton, That
is nite wrong.

Nitting  suspended  from 1.0 to 215 .

Mr. TRIAT: Sone reference has heen
made 1o the goldmining industry; and, as
a memher representing a goldmining elee-
forate, 1he matter is to me all-important.
Unfortunately, the wmeetings that have heen
arranged for goldfields members to go into
the matter have not vet been completed. Tt
is my desive, however, to offer a few remarks
on the indusiry as I view it. Tf the sup-
mested manpowering of the miners is put
into operation, pur mines will be so depleted
of workers as to make the position of the
indusiry untenable,  Tn my apinion, theve
is not a more loxal hody of wmen in Australia
than lthe workers on our goldfields. Enlist-
ments from the mines have heen excecdingly
heavy. From the fivst day war was declared,
men eavning €40 per forlnight on the mines
offered their services to the country. To
them it was not a question of money nor a
ruestion of depression in ¢he industry; it
was loxalty on their part.  Their desive was
to take their pavt in the defence of Australia,
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At the present time, however, we find their
loyalty is heing stretched = little too far, I
do not know the attitude of the Coramon-
wealth Government or the American Govern-
ment towards this industry; but, speaking as
a goldficlds member, I say it is all-important
to Western Australia, and I, for one, will
strongly oppose any movement that will
result in elosing down our mines. I under-
stand the Commonwealth Government re-
qyuives the services of 0,000 men for certain
purposes. In order to et them, the sngges-
tion is made that our mines should he closed
down to enable the miners to be manpowered
for that work. That is wrong. Let us sec
what the goldmining industry means to the
State. The number of workers engaged in
it does not exeeed morve than a little over
8,000; but many of them are working on
the surface. They are old men who have
been in the service of the mines for many
vears and are not capable now of doing the
harder work.  In addition, other of our
niiners are in some stage of miner’s phthisis;
some, unfortunately, are veaching the silicotie
stage, These will he unable to perform hard
work. Tf these men be taken into aceonnt,
members will see that there will not be such
a great number left to manpower.

Another  position  arises.  Stovekeepers
and other hasiness men have sunk their
capital in the goldfields. 1f (he miners are
manpowered, these husiness people will be-
come bankrupt. DBut there is another criti-
cal factor. The miner himself has mar-
ried and is raising a family. He has pro-
hably =aved a little money, bought a cot-
tage in which to live and has furnished it
reasonably, He has also prohably purchas-
ed a Kelvinator, which ix essential on the
goldfields, and alzo a wiveless. Those of
themw who can afford it have hought a
motor ear. Most of these things have,
however, been purchased on {ime payment.
1€ such men ave called up. they will have
to make a greal saerifice, as theiv savings
will he dissipated, with the result that they
too will become bhankrupt,

T do not believe, however, that the sng-
gestion is to close down the goldmining in-
dustry: hut, if it is, we should oppose it by
all means in onr power. Goldmining has
heen earried on in this State for 50 yeara.
During that period it has, on more than one
oecasion, heen the salvation of the State.
It pulled us through the depression. Tt
15 the only industry of any consequence in
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the State, as 40 per ecnt. ol our revenue
comes from it. If it were proposed to elose
down such an industry in Vietoria or New
Bouth Wales, what wounld he the position
there! The (tovernment that proposed it
would not be tolerated for live minutes.
Western Australia, however, is the Cinder-
ella of the States and therefore is not eon-
sidered by the other States to be of uny
consequence, so that (he matter of clos-
ing down the mines is not an imporiant one
to them. I am sure that memhers on heth
stdes of the 1llonse will fight against any
such proposal.

Hon. ¢, (. Latham: We caunot alfurd
lo he without the industry.

Alr. TRIAT: 1 know we ecannot and I
know mewbers opposite will support our
cose for ity defence. T ¢question whether,
il the miners were manpowered to make up
the 60,000 men reguived by the Common-
wealth, more than 300 would be available.
Prabably & few voune wmen would be left
and some of them bhave probably to keep
their mothers,

My, Mapshall: Al the young men cannunt
enlist, cither.

Me, TRIAT: That is so. It wouldl bhe
very foolish to permit the people of the
Kastern States to sabotage owr goldliclds
by closing down the wmines, while other
industries are left untouched. I shall men-
tion one, the brewing industry., ls it sug-
gested that the breweries should be closed
down so that their emplovees may he wan-
powered?

Member: Their output was vedueed by
one-thivd,

Mr. TRIAT: If that weve so, we wonhl
immediately have a greal upheaval,  Ihr
not touch the hreweries! Bui the goldmining
indusiry of our State is quite another mat-
ter: the unfortunate position seems o bo
thal East is Fast and West is Wi, T
repeat, T do not helieve it was ever intend-
o to close the industry down. 1f the men
are essential to the deferee of the coun-
try, they will willingly sacrifice their homes:
bnt to manpower them would not win the
war, However, T ean leave this matter till
a later stage. T hope this House will, at
the right time, take notice of my remarks.
T did not prepare my speech and I apela-
gise to ““Hansard,”” becanse T am told T
am too fast, that T talk ke a machine oun.
T cannot help that. T hope we shall not
Fave any more Malavas, Sinrapores  ov
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Cretes. Lot us give onr lighting men the
neeessary cquipment. Do not send our air-
men up in Wirraways to fight the Japanese
Zeros! Put our men in Zeros and oppose
them io the Japanese, and we shall have
a very different story Our men are as
capable as are the Ggbters of any other
nation.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [221]: Some
mention has heen made by previons speakers
of what private members should do now
that the Commonwenlth is engaged in war
and possibly facing invasion. In my opinion,
one of the first duties of a private member
is to assist in bolstering up the morale of
the people in his eonstitueney. In wartime
it is often neeessary for Governments to
sovern by regulation, hut regulations shounld
he bolstered up hy commonsense. I am
not xo sure that in all the regulations thai
have heen promulgated ecommonsense has
heen exerveised, One of the worst things we
have had inflicted upon us, and prematuve-
Iy, too, s what is known as the black-ont
or hrown-ont. Tt has depressed people and
done more to demoralise them than any-
thing ol=e 1 know of. The brown-out was
imposed far loo soon. The hest way to
prevent an invasion is to he prepared for
it. Tt waz necessary to make lengthy plans
ta prepare For eivil defence, and aeccord-
ingly a couneil was set up some two or
three vemrs ago, That couneil has heen husy
wnking preparations. Tl has ordered the
removal of plate glass within the eity area,
and that has now almost entively disap-
peared. Ti was proved in the couniries that
have been bombed thal glass was mosi dan-
gerons,

T ami one of the fow people who for a
Jonz time have made a study of this posi-
tion and T say that hombing raids on this
eity are not likely to take place in the near
future, the rearon being that it is literally
impossible for the enemy to raid wus.

Mr. Xorih: Did you mention  hombing
raids?

Mr. CROSS: Yos.

My, Mann: Do not talk sueh silly rot.

My, ('ROSK: Befove I finish my argn-
went T will convinee my humble friend
thal he will have a hard job to knoek it
down. TUnquestionahly, suecess in war fre-
quently Jdepends on geographieal position.
We are fortnnate in this respeet because
we ave sitnated a faivly long distance from
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the spheve of activities. If my friend will
look at the map and take the trouble to
make some messurements, he will im.
mediately wake up to the very pointed fact,
whiel ¢annot be ignored, that up to the
fall of France the Japanese had started to
penetrate Indo-China and Siam.

Hon. C. (t. Latham: Why does not Mr.
Curtin send for you?

Mr. 'ROSS: The Japanese established a
hase at Saigon. If the hon. member will
look at the map, as I said, and will make
some measurements, he will find that all
the places to which the Japanese have gone
are within range of their own hombers from
their own home base. They are not more
than 620 miles from that base, As soon a=
they go oulside that range they begin to
sirike trouble. The farther they get from
their base, the greater their dilficulty will
be. Their nearest base to Perth is 2,450
miles away. When T said it was impos-
sible for them to bomb Terth at the pre-
sent time, I also said I would prove it.
The Japanese have not got one homher with
a vange of 2,500 miles,

Mr. Berry: What about Pearl Havrbour!?

My, CROSS: Pearl Harhour is nearly at
the baek door of Japan, It is impossible
for the Japs to eome to Perth, bomhb it
and return to their base wuntil they can
establish a hase in Australia and they have
not done that yet. It has heen said that
they could send an aircraft carrier. If they
were stupid enough to do that they wonld
never pet hack with it. If an aireraft
carrier were sent from Japan it would have
to travel over 6,000 miles and be re-fuelled
and provisioned twice before it got here.

Mr. Needham: General MaeArthur will
have to resign the supreme command!

Mr., CROSS: T began hy speaking about
the blackout and the brownout and by say-
ing how foolish they were. Even if an
aireraft earvier did sueceed in pasing over
the Indian Oecean, the Japs. would never
attempt to bomb Perth at night, for the
simple reason (hat the planes could net
land on the airveraft carrier in the davkness
hecanse of the rise and fall of the beat. On
the ““Ark Roval,’’ one of the largest air-
craft earriers in the world, it was between
8ft, and 10ft. in ealm water and on the
smaller Japanese aiveéraft earvrievs it is
erenter,

Mr. Mann: Where do yon get vour in-
formation?
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Mr. CROS8: Never mind where I get
it!

Mr. Marsholl: He is the man who has
studied it! :

Mr. CRO%S: For the rveason I have given,
there i= uo probability of a night attack
oin Perth either now or for some time to
O,

My, Stubbs: If that is true you should be
pensioned off for life on a million pounds!

Mr. CROSS: It is trwe. This is not a
new statement T am aaking; T made it ot
the conneil members’ room on the Gth No-
vember, 1939, On that oecasion T made a
foreeast which is coming {rme quicker than
most people think. This war will probahly
go down in history ns the war for il
Two years last November T said that this
war would he decisively fought out in the
AMididle East and it will he within the next
few months.

Me. Mann: I wish | had vour confidence.

Mr. CROSS: Never mind about my con-
fidenee. I have heard members opposite and
on this side of the House c¢lmmour for more
rifles, If they had studied the position they
would have known that continental armies
and even the Japanese have leen diseard-
ing vifles for years. Tn 1936 the Germans
inereased their fire power tenfold. They
have reduced their divisions from 19,000 to
helow 15,000 and inereased their five power
ten times. That is done by discarding rvifles
and building up full battalions of maeclhine
gunners and equipping their troops with
mortars, anti-aiveraft guns and anti-laok
guns. I will find out what my friends op-
posite have been reading concerning what
has happened since the war hegan!  The
enemy has done something clse and, if we
do not take enreful notiee of it, we shall
not he in the race in the event of an in.
vasion.

Tf members opposite have been reading
about this war they will know that in
Franee the French fonght a hatfle of con-
tact retreat. They never Tought hetween the
towns. They fought on the main roads of
Franee. They never catered a field and
thev plaved right into the (iermans’ hands.
The method the Germans adopted was to
push right into them with tanks, followed
by infantry. They had already heen cov-
ered by Stuka bombers, which are prelty
effective hul  which did not do the most
dnmare. The Germans had a new weapon.
T have never heard it mentioned or seen it
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referred to in the Fress or anywhere else,
except in books written by Ameriean corres-
pondents who saw the gear at work. 1If the
infantry got into bother the Germans sent
a wircless message back a few miles and
immediately there were sent up columns of
six-inch guns on rubber tyres and travelling
at 40 and 50 miles an hour.

I was speaking of this to one of our loral
military men and he said, “They could not
stand the vepercussion of a six-inch gun; it

would take a week to dry  the con-
crete foundations,”  Bat  that s ridien-
lous., The Germans  oveveame that dilli-
cnlty  long  ago. They  got  their  six-
inch gans fo the {ront  line  Aravel-

ling at the rate of 40 or 50 miles an hour
and the runs were dug in and veady for
action in 14 or 15 minutes. If we have not
some of that equipment and they get lere,
we will not he able to stond up to them.
That is why our fellows could not stand ap
to the enemy in Mataya,

Mr. Mann: Buot yon said they wonld not
eame here!

Mr. CROBS: I do not think thev will,
My, Mavshall:
come.

Mr. CROSK: 1 say that in the improbable
event of their coming here we will not be
able to faece them mumless we have that
equipment. However, 1 consider that hefove
they get as far as Australia they will have
met their Waterloo. I slill think the
Japanese are not our worst enewies, hut the
Germpns.  If they fail to gel that oilliceld
they ave after in the Middle East 1 ventmre
the opinion that long hefore most people
anticipate, the war will bhe linished, beeause
unless they are able to gel Jabrieating oil -
and all world authorities agree they must
have come to the end of their tethey—they
will e finished.

There will not be any temporising in this
war, It will be o knock-out  blow  and
they will get it.  The day their tanks and
planes cannot operate thex will be finished.
Tlaving regard to the geographienl position,
L do not consider that a black-out is requir-
e immediately, and it is not a fair pro-
position that peoeple should he compelled to
live in semi-darkness and under eonditions
in which many people will be killed and many
depressed ; and the morale of the people will
he destroyed quicker than Dby any other
weans. It is unfair to impose a continuons
black-out long hetore it is needed. Now that

Ile only said “if™ they
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all preparations have heen made, subdued
lighting, ot all events, should be alliowed.
The only kind of shells that ave likely to
fall on our shores will come from submarines
which could ereep aleng the coast under
water.  But they do not earry big guns—
the bigwest is three inches—and conld not
do mueh damage.

It it has not already heen done, there
should be some organisation of the produe-
tion of vegetables and perishable roods for
the people of this State. In the district of the
member for Middle Swan (My. J. Hegney)
and of the memher for Toodyay (Mr, Thorn)
large areas of land are under vines. TFor
many vears that land bas heeu fertilised,
and it would not he very much trouble to
sow 1 considerable quandity of vegetables
hetween lhe rows ol vines. The land is al-
ready cultivated and has heen feriilised and
a fair amount of work could he done in that
area with good resulls.

Mr. Thorn: What do vou think the vines
woulid he doing!

Mre. CROSS: I would not affeet themn.
The vegetables would be taken off hefore the
vines produced next season. If peas were
zrown hetween the rows and, after they had
heen havvested, the green stufl were plough-
ed in, the around would bhe further fer.
tilised.  1n England peas were gyown and
when they reached the Howering stage were
plouglied in, in order to fertilise the seil.

Mr. Thorn: We have heen doing that for
years,

Mr. CROSS: There are large traets of
Juud in some of the gullies in the Pickering
Brook area several acres in extent in some
instances, and I think they could be ex-
ploited.  People in that area growl about
not being able to get a living; they say they
cannot arow wheat beeause they cannot sell
it, vot they have patehies of first-elass Jand
highly suitable for vegetables.

Mr., Munn: For the rabbits to eat!

Mr. CROSS: There ave no more rabbits
there than there ave in the Great Southern
and the South-West, and there ave fairly
iy patches of Luwl down there that
coulil e used for the intense eultivation of
vegetahles, When one goes avound this coun-
try and sees the lavge areas of good land
which are available and on which little or
nothing has been done, one fecls that we do
not deserve to hold it unless we can do more
with if,
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Mr. Thorn: You have some of il in South
Perth,

Mr. CROSS: Yes, we could grow things
in South Perth, In my disirvict an intensive
cffort is going to he masde io increase the
production of vegetables. The people in
the Riverton avea have heen asking for an
clectyieity supply for several years and it
has been promised. I hope it will be pro-
vided, because the people requirve electrie
current to  irrigate some  of their land.
It is not intended {o trrigate some of the
land from the river hecause there are fairly
Large gnantities of water in the coffee rock
only a Tew foet helow the ground. If elec.
tricity supplies are available the people can
irigate the land and grow more than they
are growing at the present time.

I was pleased to hear the Minister say the
ather day that cfforts were being made to
establish an cgg-drying plant. T hope the
Minisfer for Agrienlture will take up with
the Federal Government (he guestion of mak-
ing some  cheap wheat available fo the
poultry farmers. 1 understand that cheap
wheat is being supplied to wome sections of
primary preducers and some shourld be pro-
vided for the struggling poultry men. With
the increase of population due to foreign
visitors and evacnees, there will he very few
oggs to spare and the margin for producing
caws at present is a small one.

Alr. Wilson: Some must he kept for eles-
tions.

Mr. CROSK: We have a Price Fiximge
Conmunissioner, hbut [ am sometimes puzzled
to know npen what basis the prievs are fixed
and T wonder whether there are not certain
businesses, particularly in the eity, that are
ignoring the Priec Fixing Commissioner.
My attention was drawn to a notive inserted
in this morning's “West Aunstralian” by a
cily firm, T shall not mention the name of
that firm by way of a free advertisement,
hut if members like to peruse the “West Aus-
tvalinn®™ they will find that the firm offered o
pareel of drapery for which the price was
£7 Gs, on extended terms.  The pareel in-
eluded two pairs of sheets, four pairs of
pitlow slips, and four pairs of hlankets.
When one exaniines the proposition one finds
that the price offered in the advertisement
represented nhout twice that which would be
paid if the articles were hought for eash.
If onc visits the vavious shops and notices
present-day prices, one will recognise that
during the last 18 months or two years
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prices Yor many such avticles have been ad-
viced by 100 per cent. Some of the arbieles
of clothing are made up of materianls that
have not been imported at all during the
piast two years.

My, Sampson:
sheets?

My, CROSS: [ do not know that T am,
but a man would require only a very small
erain of commensense to he able to recog-
nise the enoymons extent to which priees have
been inerveased tor articles made of silk or
cotton, which have not hoen imported fov
a very long period. That indicates that the
business-people have ineveased the prices of
slocks in hand.  With regard to paper, [
reeently inspected a store at Fremantle wheve
T am swre theve was sullicient paper for news-
print purposes for the next three years.

My, Patrick: We are lucky to have it.

Mr. ("ROSS: That ix so, but some of that
paper is of a quatity that would make it nse-
ful ror other purposes, Certainly if the
hon. member desived to buy any of that
paper he would not obtain it at pre-war
prices hut would have 1o pay an inflated
figure.  That ju-t serves to indieate what ix
eoing on al present.

M. Sampzon; Paper prices are fixed, as
are those of other lines.

Ale. CROSE: To follow up the remarks of
the member for Nelson (M, J. 71, Smith), T
desive to vefer to an action faken vecently by
the Avhitration Court sl subsequently con-
firmed by the Sapreme Cowmt. When an
apphication was made for the fixation ot
the baxiec wage, the Arbitvation Court, in its
wisdom or otherwise. saw fit nol to adopt
the usual method by which wages inerease
with miy yise in the eost of living, In the
past an inerense in living eosts has heen
almost invariably followed by the Arhitra-
tion Conrt auntonatically gyanting an in-
erease in wages. On this oecasion the Tre-
sident of the Conrt said that in erder to
stop the process of inflation he would not
agroe to an inerease in wages. Tt does not
mafter what the President of the Avhitvation
Court does——

Mr. Thorn: Xel at all!

Mr. CROSK: or what the Supreme
Court may do: they eannot prevent the ris-
ine eost of living.

Mr. Daney: Nor vet the vising of the sun!

My, CROSS: Inflation must  inevitably
take place due to  the inercased costs
brought about by the war. Tt will e im-

Are you an expert in
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possible for workers o revert te pre-war
tates of pay, and at the same time to con-
thine paying the inereased taxation oe-
casioned by the war, T do not intend lo
sny wueh more about that althoogh 1 could
enlarge upon it lo a considerable extent.
The action of the cowrt was unfair to hoth
worker and employer, particularly secing
that it did not take into consideration the
inercased eost of every requirement neces-
savy in the daily lives of the workers. T
think the action token was wrong. In
fairness to both workers and employers the
Arhiteation Aet should he amended to pre-
vent the conrt from adopling sueh an atfi-
inde in futnre.

Mr, 1 H. Smith: There is no need for
an amendment to the Aect.

M, CROSS: Another matier to which 1
desire 1o refer has relation to the liquor
laws. In dealing with this watter much
commnolisetse is enlled for. T vefer par-
ticularly to the changing of conditions that
ave to apply to the liquor teade, With a
great deal of fruth, much has heen said
aboul (he excessive drinking and the dis-
gracoful seenes  witnessed  in the metro-
palitan aves during the tast few months,
1 agree  with  a previous  speaker—
T think it was  the membher for
Pingelly (Mr., Sewavd)}—who said that the
eonditions  (hat  eblained duc to the
Fact that the wilitary anthorities hail not
properly carvied out their joh. Sceenes were
witnessedl  dueinge  the 191418 war,  bat
nothine like (o (he extent of those of recont
datle. This time the military anthorities have
abolutely shelved their authovity.  When-
ever 4 convey was in port, no evidence of
military efforts to cope  with  the  silua-
tion was appurent—apari from the Ameri-
eans, who did not hesitate to deal with their
own men when they were a bit over the odds.
Our own military people, when the friendly
Goneral Plant was at the head, did nothine
in that rvegard, Some people endeavoured to
Blame the Government and the police for
whal happened, bt veally the trouble was
caused by the ahsolute neglect of the military
anthorities.

Mr. Withers: By the lack of diseipline.

Mr., CROSE: Quite so. T am plad in
nate that steps have now heen taken fo have
pickets pateolling the streets so as to pre-
sorve order among the soldiers. War has
always hrought with it an inervease in night-
life, drinking, dancing and all the side
iwsies  connected  with the menial  attitude

waepe
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dominated by the contemplation of the
formula: “Eat, dvink and be merry, for to-
morrow we die.” 1 have heen informed that
complaints regarding excessive drinking here
are mild to what they have been in Sydney,
where the position has been very wmuch
worse. A temperance man informed me that
the dranken orgies in Sydney and the night
drinking parties theve constitnted a positive
scandal, mueh worse than anything cver
seen in Perth.  In Sydney 6 o'clock elosing

applies  to  the hotels!  The gentleman
[ refer to «id not know what hap-
pend in Melbouine hecause he merely
passed  though hy train. I myself  he-
lieve in looking vound and sceing what
other people are doing in  similar eir-
camstances  with @ view to ascertaining
il wo have something to learn. Our friend
Hitler— :

Mr. Thern: 1s he your friend?

Mr. CROSS: dealt with this problem,
The most important institution in National-
ist Socialist Gevmany is the heer hall. Hitler
would never have obtained power had it not
been for the assistance in Munich of the
mass-production, Deer-guzzling  beer halls,
e would never bave hecome Fenhrer of the
Third Reich had it not heen for the drink
halls of Munich, and  he wonld not have
been able to retain his power as the dictator
of an oppressed eountry if he had even
aftempted to cheek the tremendows flow of
beer and wine in the taverns of that eity.
The heer halls are indeed dear to the Ger-
man's heart.  Hitler has done many evil
things. Tle has burnt down synagogues and
vhurehes: he has aholished the confessional;
he has torn down whole bloeks of apartment
honses; statues have been destroyved; he has
wiped out historienl landmavks—hbnt he has
been most eaveful not to tamper with the
beer halls.  Hitler did somcething olse. TLate
in 1939, and early in the progress of the
present war, he issued o proclamation that
the strength of beors and wines hiad to he
reduced by 40 per vent. There the military
dealt with military offenders, and the truth
is that in Germany today there is no tronhle
at all in this respeect,

Mr, Watts: They have only 4 per cent.
heer now.

Mr. CROSS: Tt would be better if we
had that type of beer here than to endeavour
to earry out the stupid proposals that ave
befare us at present.  The only reform
neeessary is one  dietnted by commonsense,
and I ean sce 1o eommonsense in an attempt
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to restriet the hours of trading for hotels
to seven per day throughout the whele State,
irrespeetive of eonsiderations of elimate and
other essentials,  Sueh a proposal is ridicu-
lous.

Mex, Cardell-Oliver: Yeun are playing into
Hitler’s hands.

M. . ('ROSS: TIs that so?

Mis, Cardell-Oliver: You just indicated
what he has doue.

Mr. CRORSS: The hon. wmember must
rvealise that in these times of depressing
Mack-ouls and the nbholition of almost all
amusements, people desire some form of
recreation.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Hitler did not give it
to them.

Mr. CROSS: e provided them with
another form of reereation and the hon.
menher ean inquire for herself as to what

it was. T was about to illustrate my mean-
ingg.  Consider the position of a township

like Southern Cross! People from centres
like Bvanston, 124 iles distant, YeHowdine,
28 miles away, Palmer's Find, 4 miles
nway, from Marvel Loch, nnd so on, all go
to Southern Cross for stores aned other re-
quivements. T do not care how the seven
hours of trading may be spread; it will be
impossible to meet the vequirements of all
those people, even though the hours =hould
he from 12 to 7 p.m. or from 2 to 9 p.an.
They might come in during the morning.
How stupid, in a country like this, to refuse
such men refreshment! Now, as rvegavds
Southern Cross, I have heard numbers of
people complain that not only were they
nnable fo get a dvink there, but that at night
there was nowhere to go exeept the lark
*treets while waiting for trains. Fyven in the
waiting-room at the railway station there
ure no lights.  The station is in darkness
mtil a  few minutes before (he {rain
arrives,

My. Raphael: You arve speaking of Sun-

davs?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. On Sunday  even-
ing one ecannot even wet a cup of
fea in a  rvestaurant. The  vestaurants,
too, ave elosed then. Just becau=e n
small  seetion of Perth people  have

abused their rights and privileges, there is
a proposal to close Perth hotels and thus
prevent people who have worked hard all
day from getting a drink in the evening., T
helieve in moderation. I have always heen
a moderate person. I hold that the only
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successful control of the liguor trade lies
in redueing the strength of spirits and beer,
50 that a man, if he wishes, may be able to
drink all night without getting drunk,

At o meeting of Labour wemhers it was
agreed that if hotel hours were to be re-
duced to seven, hotels should be open from
midday till 7 p.m. My personal opinion is
that hotels should remain open for nine
bours per dav, and that people who get
drunk should bLe dealt with, and the same
ns regards young people who ge into hotels.
If temperance reformers want real reform,
they must go about the matfer in a decent
manner. I believe that hotels could be shut
at 6 pan. or even 7 p.n. without any ather
result than that drinking would be driven
nnderground.  Some persons contend that
it hotels were closed at 6 or 7 in the even-
ing, it would not be possible to get liguor.
T ask, what wns the vesult of prohibition in
America? The situation became so ridieu-
lous that prohibition had to be ahandoned.
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) ean
testify that men go arvound Perth suburbs
telling the women, “We ean supply vou with
good wine.”

Hon. W. D. Jolnson: From Toodvay?

Mr. CROBS: From that clectorate, Pco-
ple do not know anything abowt standavds
relating to wine,

Member: Then ignovanee is bliss some-
times!

Mr, CROSS: It is said thal the police
shonld control slv-grogging, but it is well
known that on any Sunday bottles of mur-
derons Hquor ean be puvchased in Weld
Square. I have never tried the stuff. Un-
less reasonable and fair methods are adopt-
od and used with commonsense, the only re-
sult of temperance reform will be a lot of
sly-groggers  and  foreigners  supplying
cheap, dirty wines, which are far worse
than liquor that has to stamd close exam-
ination. I hold that we should be temperate
in all things. The other side must he con-
sidered. Now, however, I have some good
news for members who may feel depressed.
The following telegram has been reeeived :—

Melbourne,  Thursday.—Operating  from
u seeret island base 13 American flying fort-
resses and Liberator bombers dealt smashing
Blows nt Japancse hases in the Philippine Is-
lunds, 2,000 miles from Australia, on Monday
und Tuesduy.

They sank and damaged Jupancse trams-
ports, destroyed aircraft, wrecked airfields and
blew up docks in three islands, Luzon, Cebu
and Mindanon.
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I appeal to the Government to be moderate
in eomning to a deecision regarding the sale
of liquor, In framing that decision they
should give consideration to the case of
people residing in the suburbs. Six o’elock
closing will penalise workers who are
moderate men and moderate drinkers. By
the time a man working all day gets on a
tram and reaches his own suburb, it is
too late to get a drink. What happened at
Midland Junction was that men on some
pretext left munition works hefore 6 o’cloek
in order to obtain a drink. Six o’elock
closing, in addition to penalising the work-
ers, penalises suburban hotelkeepers.

Hon. W. D). Johnsxon: That is not correct.

My, CROSS: I am told that is so. At any
rate, temptation is put in their way. The
whole question needs to be examined with
commonsense, so that the reforms which
ave anticipated will be on a practieal and
permanent basis,

MER. STYANTS (Kalgoorlic) [3.9]: I am
somewhat disappointed with the trend of
the diseussion heve toduy. Many trivialities
have been debated while we should have
confined ourselves almost wholly to the
problem of defending Western  Australia
during the next two or three months, T.
did hope, when I got leave from the Nor-
thinm nilitary avthorities to come to this
sitting, thot practieally the entire discus-
sion would centre on the defenee of West-
ertt Australin in pavtieular and this whole
eontinent in general, I do not want the
limelight. There are many things I eould
tell members regarding equipment if we
were in seeret session, but I am not pre-
pared fo divulge them under present eon-
ditions, During the last year and a half
I have spent approximately 11 menths in
eamp training with the militia forees. In
all earnestness I sny that we are lament-
ably short of equipment. T helieve I am
right in stating that nol one regiment in
Western Australin has its full war estab-
lishment of equipment,

Mr. Thorn: That equipment ts not issned
until a regiment goes to the fromt,

Mr. STYANTS: T have heard thal state-
men frequentky, bnt T am seeptieal of its
correctness,

Mr. Them: T is eorveet.

Mr. STYANTS: T am  sceptieal as to
whether the necessary equipment is here.
Soldiers know what is ealled war estab-
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lishment. That means the nuwmber of dif-
Lerent weapous a soldier is entitled to, ae-
vording to the sirength of the regiment.
With regard to Novtham I believe I am
right in saying that not one unit there is
eeuipped fully. What is going to happen
when one of thore units goes into action
aml Toses 23 per eent. of its equipment? T
do not kiow where yeplacement equipment
will come from, even on the limited secale
operating now. T will not divalge where

the equipment i to come  rom. Ask
any  soldier  in oewmp how  his eqoip-
mewt  ix, and he will el vou, A,
Speaker. It s the  same  old story

every lime. T could veveal much coneern-
ing the =hortuess of equipment olMaining in
the vegiment at Northam: hut T shall not do
s, hecanse the information might hecome
pudlic. My opinion is that equipment is
nol heing made in Western Australin and is
not heing made in (he Hastern Statoes,

Mres, Cardell-Oliver: What  wonld
sigrmest ?

Alre. STYANTS: An agifation should he
sot up, This Stale s extremely loyal, bul
there should he an agitation for scenring its
share of equipment. Even until a very
short time ago 1 did not know whetker theye
was a coneeete plan Tov  the dlefenee of
Woestern Austvatia,

My, Cavdell-Oliver: There is now.

My, Raphael:
tion plan.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but 1 want to see
our forees give up the idea of rvelivement
el go on the offensive, or at least he ahle
to defend themselves. I want anvoene in
Parliament or in civilian orcupadions whe
exhibits simug complaceney as regurds West-
orn Australia’s position to diseard that eom-
placeney. We mast 2ot on with the arming
of our forees. T mweel with numbers of
men in the Novtham camp and elsewhere, and
theve is no doubt of their willirness to
fight.  Uguestionably (hey have the offen-
sive spirit. They have not yet had an oppor-
timity to show that =pirit, but il they are
given the opportuniiy 1 have no doubt as to
what theiv conduet will be. [t is diseonrag-
ing, espeeiatly to voung tellows of 19 or 20,
to know that thev have nof the weapons they
are supposed to have. 1t is disconraging to
a man to he sent out with a single-shot rifle
to fight machine puns.  This continual going
hack to prepaved  pesitions depresses  the
morale of young Fellows in the army, 1t also

You

There has been an evacua-
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depresses them it they do not receive the
preseribed equipment.  Onee they do. how-
ever, 1 have no doubt as to the effeet,

Mz, Haghes: There is plenty of equipment
in this State.

Mr. STYAXTS: Let us hope that is »o.
I have heard the statement so often that 1
am inelined to doubt it.

Mr. Hughes: [ can tell you where it s

Mre. BTYANTS: Our visitors might have
it, but we have not got it.  Although we are
supposed to have a small arms factory
operating here to produce small arms ammu-
nition, it is not vet in opervation, mnd it will
he some thioe hefore it is. The average num-
her of live cavtridges supplied to treeps in
the Northam enmp for the purpose of mak-
ing them marksmen is ahout five rounds a
fartnight. Yot they wonder why the men
do not shoot straight when they go on the
ronge.  Maost of these boys had not seen a
military rifle hefore being valled up as uni-
versal strvice personnel. I is a mystery to
me how they ean make reasonahly good <hots
out of such men by giving them five rounds
a fortnight. T have been Hring with a mili-
tary rifle since 1 was ahout 17 years of aue,
and [ sav it is impossible to tench o man to
fire accurately hy taking hint on to a minia-
ture range wilh a .22 ¢alibre rifle. T have
<een men on the miniature range put up a
partieularly hizh seorve, but when they get
on to the open range at 400 and 500 vards
they are uuable fo compete with the haze
and wind, and are unalle to bit the tarvget.
If we have these munilions and equipment,
why not let (he men train with them? I
hope the member for Fast Perth is vight and
fhat we have this equipment.  We wonld
feel much if we saw it and were
aiven it for {raining purposes.

T have seen in the Press that Mr. Chuvehill
andd Mr. Curtin have said  that we have
doubled and trebled ony ontput, That indi-
cates nothing. Tt we produeed 20 Bren guns
per annmn hefore the war, and that produe-
tion was trebled, the extra output would not
he coffortive. Before the war, owing 1o onr
depending on a poliey of pacifism, our eauip-
ment was very small,

We have not got down to anything ap-
proaching 100 per cent. war effort. s <oon
as some vestrietion  on {he ltherties or
Iuxuries in {he interests of the eonntry is
imposed on ~ome partion of the commnity,
we hear squealing from all diveetions, T
do not wish to he a Job's comforter, It T

easioy
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feel that we are enly just Deginmning to
notice the pineh, and that people will have
to.put up with a great deal less in the way
of comfort and luxvry thun in the past,
and they will prohably  have to tighten
their belts before this comntry  is out of
danger. We hear a great deal from arm-
chaiv ~trategists abont adepting an offen-
sive spirit, and to an extent I agree that
we ueed to do that, but it eanbot he done
with hroom handles.

My, Raphael: They break,

Me. STYANTS: Our men ave prepared to
du it, and they have the nevessary spivit.
1t is the job of the industrial and ecom-
weretnl intevests of this  country to  see
that these men have the proper equipment.
{iive them something approaching the arma-
mept of the enemy and T have no doubt
as to the result. Some Ameriean airmen
were i oenmp with us at Novthom. They
had lost their mochines in Java, Malaya
and olsewhere, but still the Jap had not
wat fhe wind up them. They toll us they
had lost (hewr ‘tervates™ o “*kites’ but
~oid they were prepared to go back and
meet the Japs at odds of two to one and
then wive them a thrashing. They were not
m agtinst odids of two to one, bt ten and
twenty to one.

It onr men at present in camp ave given
proper avmament and equipment there will
be o fear of the Japs ever geftine a foot-
e e the =hores of this  country, If,
however, they arve sent out half-eynipped
mud inferior with reganl to armaments, it
wight be a different story., Humaniry ean
only stand o eertain awomnt and whether
it is distasteful to us or not there ix a
breaking point with the human hody, and
troops have to fall hack before superior
numbers and armawments, Thot has  han-
perred all along and it is our job to provide
onr men with proper equipment.

Hon. €, G. Latham: Yon eannot stand up
against a mechanised {oree,

Mr, STYANTS: That s =o. T join with
the member Tor Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat) in
hi= enlogy of the serviees performed hy the
womenfolk of this State in the war effort.
Many of them have left evil Jobs eariving
wages of £4 and £5 a week. They have en-
tered the avmy on wages of about £2 15,
a week,  The amount of work being per-
formed hy women's auxiliavies and associn-
tions of all kinds on a purely veluntary
ha-i= is something astonishing.

302

[ want, brielly, to deal with the matler of
hlack-out. 1 mm not concerned with the bit
of inconverticnce eansed to the people by
hlack-out. 1t the authorities consider a black-
oul is necessary, amd thai there is a prola-
bility or even a possibility of this town heing
howmhed, then it is our job fo have a hlack-
out, There is, however, a eortain amount of
danger attached to it and it appeavs o me
that transport eonstitutes the most dangerous
element,  With headbights dimmed and the
city lights dimied, transport constilutes s
danger fo the population,  Thatl is so parti-
eulorly on the main transport rontes where
the emnpibnses and taxis ave travelling al
practienlly the =ame speed as obtained be-
fore Lhe black-out or hrown-out vestrictions
were impoged.  That is something our police
foree might, with benefit to the coummnity,
closely wateh, [ do vot think the travsport
companies  have aliered  their  timetabless
although their speeds have heen redueed eom-
siderahly they are <till 1nnning to the same
schedules.

As one whe is not in the eily o great deal,
the black-out immposed does appear 1o me to
lie more or less of a favee. Sometimes when
we zet leave from Novtham we hiteh-hike to
eet a lift lo Perth and arrvive in the oity at
ail hours of the night and morning. 11 any-
one wants te test the ellieney of the hlack-

out I would advise him {0 go o the
top of Creenmonnt and lhave a  look
at Midland  Junetion and  Perth.  Lichts
are to be seen in sl direetions,  In addi-
tion to thal. on o summer’s day  the

ronf of the wheal sile at Bassendean con-
stitntes one of the finest heacons that eonld
possibly be <ot up for the direclion of wir
ceaft. When the ~un shines on it, il ¢an he
geen Tor miles.  The black-out conditions ave

something like the eamouflaging of  lests
in the XNoviham eamp aren. There are
ouly  about 20 tent. in Abhat avea
oiie morning  orders eame  {lrongh  that
they  were to he eamounllaged w0 that
they  coulll net be seen from  the  aiw
That  was  done, but there are  acres

of corrugated iron huildines and reofs in
the camp site without snv  prefence  at
camouflage.

In last week’s “Sunday Times" 1 saw p
photo taken from Iing's Park and lights
could he seen gleaming all over the city. If
there are one or two lights the whole eity
might as well be lit up. A homber is tanght
that wherve there ix light there is life. e
will boml where he sces light.  Now that
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the matter has been taken over by the Police
Department, I hope the black-out econdi-
tiong will he enforeed more rigidly.

I desire to say something about the rail-
way servieces, the overerowding of traops
and lack of accommodation. I have seen
men returning te Northam camp crowded
into earriages in sueh numbers that, if they
were bullocks or sheep, the R.S.P.C.A.
would not permit it. On one Sunday night
the train accommodation bhad heen com-
pletely taken up and at least 150 men were
still waiting on the platform. I was one of
them. We got into the eompartment usu-
ally occupied by the guard, but he ordered
us ont, I approached the station-master
and after some parleying he decided to put
on another coach. One coach is not much
use for 150 men. After about 25 minutes
he put on three coaches. In the compartment
in which I travelled as fur as Chidlow’s
Well were 17 men. That is not fair. These
men had only a limited amount of leave and
were entitled to travel in some degvee of
comfort. In addition to that, the late run-
ning of trains is an absolute seandal. It is
rarely that a train runs on time.

I am not prepared to agree that theve is
a tremendous amount of work thrown on
the Railway Department, I doubt if the
mileage yun today is greater than that in
& normal season. The goodg traffic has heen
cut down to a great extent, but they are
running more passenger traflic. 1 issued a
warning here last year that a talse policy
was being pursued by the Railway Depart-
ment. I drew attention te the dilapidated
condition of the locomotive stock and cex-

tain rolling stock, and also to the
skimping of the permanent way in
regard to the replacement of sleepers.

The report of the Commissioner shows that
tens of thousands of sleepers ave heing kept
out of the permanent way hed that should,
in ordinary circumstanees, he placed there.
There can be ouly one result from this; the
road bhed gets out of condition just as the
locomotives have done. The locomotives are
bresking down, T helieve, at a greater rate
than ever hefore. When 1 was last in Kal-
poorlie there were four locomotives in the
shed that had broken down, and they were
being held pending the arvival of spave parts
from Midland Junetion. Some 18 months
ago when it was being wrged that a great
deal of war cquipment should he made in
the Midland Junetion workshops, T sounded
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a note of warning that there was only suf-
fieient staff then employed to keep the roil-
ing stock and locomotives in order, and that
if the staff was turned on to defenee work
to any extent, then to that extent our rolling
stock and lovomotives would be neglecled.
My word has come trne. As a praetical man
I know therce are not suilicient tradesmen to
keep our railways going and do war work as
well.

While 1 admit the urgeney of manufactur-
ing defence equipment, I also rceognise the
urgeney of keeping the vailways in order, If
the country is invaded, we shall probably
not have sullicient petrol to perform the ser-
viees required to evaeuate the people, par-
tieularly the women and children, to safe
areas, and will have to depend on the rail-
ways. The hulk of the work will fall on the
railways, and it is just as ossential to keep
our railways, rolling stock and permanent
way 100 per eent. efficient as it 1s to do war
work., 1 noticed by the paper that people
in the metropolitan area arve complaining of
losing much time when travelling on the rail-
Ways. One man said he travelled from
Welshpool to Midland Junetion to do shift
work in the shops and lost 4% hours in a
fortnight as a vesult of the frains running
late. Nearly all the suburhan trains are
running late, which does not reflect any
credit on the management of the railways.

Mr. Thorti: Why should trains pull up
with a conple of eaachex heyond the end of
the platform?

Mr. STYANTS: The hon. member would
not know that in some instances the drivers
are instvucted to run one or two coaches be-
vond the ond of the platform.

Mr. Thorn: Fivst-class coaches?

My, STYANTS: I do not know that
people should squeal sbout first or sceond
class tickets, They are Incky fo get trans-
port at all in these times. Three vears ago
we were endeavouring {o regain passenger
traflie for the railways lost owing to  the
advent of motor cars, huees and charabanes
on the road. Now we have got the traffie
hack, but one has enly to travel in the trains
to rcalise the poorness of the aceommodation
provided, aud the ineonvenience to which the
passengers are put, to realwe that at the
carliest opportunity many of those people
will revert to rond transport.

Mueh has been said about manpower and
the vequivements of industry. I am surprised
to find that the anthorities eontinue to allow
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trotting and race meetings to be held. There
is no doubt that quite an army of men, cven
allowing for the restricted number of meet-
ings, is still employed in this non-productive
sport. Not only are there trainers, jockeys,
stable hands and all those pcople, but there
are primary producers who are giving their
time to producing chaff, ozts, bran and other
commodities for the upkeep of the hundreds
of racehorses. Many people say that jockeys,
on aceonnt of their stature, wounld not be
suitable for hard physical work. Perhaps
they would not be, but there arec many other
jobs they could do. They could put their
horses into bakers' or milkmen’s carts and
drive them round. I would consider it to
be poetic justice if my milk was delivered by
8 jockey driving a racehorse in consideration
for my having, in a weak momnent, invested
a pound when I have gone to the races. If
racing was stopped, hundreds of men woukd
be released for other employment, I am not
a killjoy. I am very fond of troiting and
raecing. I was reared amongst horses and up
to the age of 14 or 15 I rode them. I like
a night at the trots, in spite of losing my
modest investments of 5s. or 10s.

Mr, North: Were you always out to win?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, that was in my
youth, Despite the fascination that horses
have always had for me, I maintain that in
this time of stress when manpower is so
urgently needed, this is onc of the sports
that should he dispensed with. It pro-
duees nothing, but it takes a tremendous
amount of production te keep it going and
ahsorbs in cinployment quite a number of
hands that could he better used in other
dirvections. In normal times, we are told
that hovseracing encourages the raising of
re-mounts for the Army as well as providing
work for many of our people, including pri-
mary producers. That is why I would not
favour the diseontinuance of trotting in
Deacetime.

Mr, Patriek: The primary producers ave
~hori of lahouy now.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but if trotting and
racing were eurtailed or abolished tor the
periad of the war, 400 or 300 men would
he available for more useful oecupations.

As to the closing of hotels, whatever hour
is derided upon, it shonld not be 6 pm. I
am not greatly concerned whether hotels
ave closed enrlier or not. I think the ouly
place in the Siate where excesses are tak-
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ing place is the metvopolitan aren, and
that occurs when transporis arrive and
troops are given leave in the ecity.

Ilon, W, D. Johnson: During the day

st ly.

Mr, STYANTS: Yos. To close the hotels
at & p.m. will not overcome that evil be-
cause the soldiers will be able to get all
the drink they require in the afternoon. The
most objectionable feature of 6 o’cloek clos-
ing is that drunks are emptied on to the
strects at a time when so many young girls
are going home from work. If the elos-
ing hour was 7 o’clock, this would not
oeeur, and the men who wanted a pint of
heer after their day’s werk would have
an opportunity to met it. The dronks
emptied out on to the street would be shep-
herded away hefore the womenfolk returned
to attend pictures in the evening. 1 hope
that whatever is finally decided upon, 6
o’clock will not. be the elosing hour. Any
time would be hetter than that. As resards
the country, I do not know that a great
deal of execess drinking is occurring there.
There is no great congregation of people in
country towns and I do not know that any
alteration of hotel hours is necessary ‘there.
Still, I Dbelieve that greater supervision
should be exercised over the closinr of
hotels in the metropolitan arvea.

A matter that has been agitating the
minds of the civie fathers in the distriet I
represent is whether Kalgoorlic should he
declured a vital area from a defence point
of view. On the onc hand they are told
that Kalzoorlie is not regarded as a vital
area, and therefore is not entitled to any
of the pound-for-pound sabsidy of Com-
monwealth money to provide air vaid pre-
cautions. Still, they have to bear the whole
of the inconvenience and expense inflicted
on portions of the State that are considered
to be vital arveas. Motorists have to dim
their lights and people have to pay war in-
surance risk on any insuranees they take
out. Yet Kalgoorlie is not regarded by the
military authoritics as a vital area and the
couneil is not receiving any assistanee for
air raid precantions. It scems paradoxieal
that if they are in a vital avea, they are
not entitled to assistance for taking mweas-
nres {o prevent injury to inhabitants, and
if thev are not in a vital area, it would be
logical to say that they shounld not he im-
posed upon to the extent of having to pro-
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vide the war insuvanee visk, and do other
nevessary things such as the dimming of
lizhts,

Me. Patrick: That applies to the whole
ol the Stale now,

Mr. STYANTS: In other parts of the
State it i just as inadvisable as it i< in
Walzoorlie, If Kalgoorlie is not a vital avea,
the loeal authorvities should not have to go
to the expense of laking these precauntions,
It mizht he said thal motor eas from that
district would vowe to Perth and wse un-
dimmed  headlighis, but  with  the vestrie-
tivis now operating there is o possibility
of cetting suflicient  petrol to pernit of
maiovineg from Kalgoorlie 1o Perih,

T nsked some guestions which were ans-
weral today by the Minister for Works in
vanneetion with the faves being ehavged by
taxi and hus proprietors for the journey
frow Northam station to the wmilitary eawp
site. In some rvespeets they are quite unsalis-
factory., We have clicited the information
that an imposition has heen placed npon the
troops by charging an extrn penny between
Yo, 1 vate and No. 4 gale, but the Transport
Bairl savs that as regawnds faxis and boses
tront the Novtham eamp to Perth, this is »
watter of private chavter and no aulthorily
Tt hween given to chiarge Individual faves.
The hoard saxs it has no knowledae that
thi= i~ being done.  IT the bonrd does not
kviow that this is zeing o, all T ean say is
that it does uol relleet mueh credit upon
tire ~upervision exereised hy the Loard, The
Ims charge of 5. to the cap from the
Northam station is fair and oynitable, The
taxi~  eharge 15 for the  (hree-mile ran.
There seems to be an inelination by a cer-
tain ~ection of the people to exploit the
=oldiers. This s one case of oxploitation,

The soldior is elurrawd for a ride of three
wiles the sum of 1s. The Care is colleeted
each wax as he enters the {axi. 1 have no
desire to restriet the rvight of taxis o run
hetween Novtham and the camps the service
i~ e~sentinl, hul the fare is too hich, Tt
means that the iaxi-dviver receives By, if
there ave vight men in the car, for a ran of
threv miles. My house is some three wmiles
framn o railway station. T 1 lire a taxi for
my=elf and family, it eosts me 45 Tn some
eitsex the Northnm taxi dreivers chavge 10s.
per head Tor transpocting ecight soldiers from
the vanp (o Perth.  The men do not eom-
plain ahout thal charge, which they are
inite prepared to pay, Now that petrol re-
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strietions have hecome more severe, the taxi-
drivers have inereased that fare to 12s, 6d.
per head, as they know the men have no
other meaus of getting to Perth on their
leave of two days per month. Tn seme euses
they have charged 155, per man.

My. Berry: Is that a return fare!

Mr. BTYANTS: Yes.  The soldiers o
not objeet 1o the charge of 10s., which is
constdered to he veasonable.  fn oy opinjon,
the Transporl lvard should fix the amount
te he paid For a single fure from the Now-
tham enmp to Perth and hack. 1n urzent
eases the taxi dreivers have heen known {o
charge as mnch as 17s. 6d. per head. The
Transport Board should also lix the farves
from Northam to the camp: 1 think a
charge of 9d. wounld he fair. The taxi-fure
shonld be higher than the bus fare, which
I understand is 3. Tf my sugaestion is
adopteil and the Transport Bourd dees lix
the fares, then T think the men would he
satislied. The matter is a vital oue as far
as the soldier is concerncd.  Previously
ALY, men stationed at Northam got =zix
days' leave per month: but that pervied has
heen redueed to two days per month,  The
soldievs are not eomplaining  about  that,
but every facility should he provided for
{hem (o reach their homes so Ut they may
see their relafives when on leave.

The last matter 1 desire to mention
is the veeent decision of the Arhitration
Cowrt wot to mnke an fnerease in the hasie
wage, notwith=tanding that the statistician's
Benres show that theve has heen an inerense
in the cost of living? The intention of the
hulusteinl  Arbitration Act undonbtedly s
that the cowrt must inerease the hasie wage
it Lhe statistivian’s figures show an increase
in (e west of living of 1s, per week or more,
I have vead the courl proceedings, which
soemedd {o we to vevolve around the old rques-
tion which has heen diseussed so often in
this Houvse, whether “max™ means “shall.”
Aecording to our Supreme Court joudges,
max” does nol mean “shall™: “may” is per-
missive and “shall” s mandatory. T sin-
corely hope thal, in view of the increased
cost of living, legislative action will he taken
to ensure that the Arbitration Court shall
grant an inerease in the hasic wage if the
cosl of living fisure~  show  an | ineresse
of 15, per week or move. That has
alway< been the intention of holth Houses
of the Legislature. 1 hope no time will be
lost in amending the Act 1o that way, so
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that the matter will not he left to the dis-
cretion of the wembers of the Arvhitvation
Court, We must wake it their duty to grant
the inerease it the cost of living figures show
that it is warranted.

Kven the statistician’s figures do not veveal
the total inevease in the cosl of living., Ask
the housewife how muelt cost of living has
imereazed.  Tell her that the statistician savs
there has heen an increase of 14 per cont.
sinee the war, and she will reply that the
statistician knows very little about the mat-
ter. T am ineclined to pin my faith to the
housewife’s opinion; she knows how much
she is paying in exeess of what she paid
hefore the onthreak of war, and she is a
much hetter judge than is the statistician.
Prohably the latter arrives at his figures on
an entively different hasis,

Finally, T want to make an appeal on
hebalf of the Fighting Forees of Australia,
our men who, in the near future, will in all
probability he meeting the enemies on the
shores and sand-dunes of this Siate, My
appeal is that they should he supplied with
all the equipment they need, equipment equal
to, if not hetter than, that supplied to the
enemy.  Give our men such equipment and
T am eatisfied, as T said heforve, that the
Tapanese or any other enemy will never
rain 2 foothold on our cossts.

MR. PATRICK (Creenocugh) [4.8]: I do
not intend to abuse the patience of the
House very long. Personally, T think this
sitting of Parliament has been amply justi-
fil ;  hecause, although we have had a
spate of talk, wc eertainly have derived
extremely useful information. The Premier
stated that Parliaments in the Eastern Stotes
have not considered it necessary to assemblo
at the present juncture. Perhaps they are
well satisfied there; they may not have
any ground for complaint, but I coervtainly
think that we in this Stato have. Isolated
‘as we are from the rest of Australia, our
voice does not seem to carry very much
weight in the Eastern States.  For instance,
there are two very important questions,
One was touched upon by the member for
Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat), who intends to
bring forward a motion before the session
closes for the furnishing of a clear statement
of the Commonweslth Government’s inten.
tions with regard to our goldmining industry.
Tp to date, we have had a series of what
might be termed furtive attacks upon that
industry.

iRy

In spite of the explanation of the Minister
for Lands, who T am somy is not here at
the moment. we should know something
more ahout the wheat position.  Personally,
I find it almost impessible to follow the
apinion expressed by the Minister for C'ome-
meree {Mr. Scullv) on this guestion. T
notice the Minister for Lands has now
returned.  When Mr, Scully fiest took action,
he stated in the Press that he did not think
there was any nccessity for restricting
wheat-growing, because he considered thero
was no great siuplus of wheat in Australing
Later on he declared himself in favour of
giving a guaranteed price. hut  limiting
production to 3.000 hushels per farn
That, I think, was the position when tlie
House adjourned,

[ALr. Withers took the Chair.]

The Minister for Lands: [t is still the
position.

Mr. PATRICK : Yes. The Minister
reverted to that position agnin. Now. the
Minister for Lands said that when he went
to the Eastern States. he prepared his case
on the basis that there would be a gnaranteed
price for wheat, but that the production
would be limited to 3.600 bushels per furn,
Unfortunately, when the Minister acvived
at tho conference, the Minister for Com-
merce had again changed his miod, T
have no great objection tu restriction on
wheat-growing ;I {think it s necessaey ot
the present time, but Western Australin
should not be the only State to which 1le
restriction s applicd. It should  apply
throughout Australin. T have here a copy
of the * Weekly Thnes ™ of the 25th ¥ebrn-
ary last. This paper reaches e from
Melbourne, and 1 find it s as eeliable on
this oceasion as on others. It states -

several proposils for the forther restriction
of the area planteld 10 wheat in Australia were
vonsidered ot Canbuerrn dast week, Te is oexe
pected, however, that only two of than will I
serivusly entertained by the Federal Cal faet,
Oue schewme provides for o genceal resteietion
for the four main wheat-growing  Stufes
Woestern  Austealia, South Australin, Viedoria
and New South Wales-—amed it i5 understood
that the Favoured aiteraative suggests lwavy
restrictions on aereage in Western sl Sonth
Australin, with only slight veduetions in the
other two States.  No restrictions are proposeil
for Queensland and Tasmanin, because thoae
States do not grow enough for normal inter-
nal consnmption and huve to import from the
other States.  Ou a general restriction, eon-
ference recommended o reduwetion on o slhBope
seale according to acrenge fown in et



3028

years, an average being taken over, say, the
past five years, with a unit basis of 250 to 300
aeres ag a minimum.  The percentage redue-
tion will increase as the nornal acreage sown
rises. If the alternative scheme is adopted,
Western and South Australin will suffer, hut
it is stressed that in both these States the
carry-over of wheat from previous seasons is
abnormally heavy, with little prospect of dis-
posal beeavse of the lnek of shipping and other
transport facilities.

At that time two very different schemes were
proposed : One was & gencral reduction
throughout Australia and the other was a
fairly heavy reduction in two States. In
the end, it seemed as if the reduction was
to apply to Western Australin alone. The
Minister for Lands has said that, when he
arrived in the Eastern States, the Federal
Treasurer was accompanicd by cconomie
experts, who expressed the opinion that it
appeared as if & erop of 164,000,000 bushels
of wheat would be grown in Australia, and
that something would have tao be done
about it.

What has been done about it, Mr. Deputy
Speaker * It is proposed to reduce that
164,000,000 bushels by 11,000,000 bushels,
and that reduction shall be confined to one
State. Moreover, the restriction on this
State is compulsory. The Minister for
Commerce appealed to the other States to
reduce their acreage voluntarily as much as
possible ; that is, to reduce the quantity
that was allowed. The average of New
South Wales for wheat.growing is some
20,000,000 bushels per annum more than
that of Western Austraiia, and the farmers
of New South Wales usce practically no
fortiliser. So it is casilv conceivable that
the Australian crop for the year could be
164,000,000 bushels, even with a small
reduction in Western Australia. So, person.
ally, I cannot see how the Treasurer has
gamed anything at all. T do not see that
the proposal is worth while in any particular.
As I say. we can agree that a reduction is
necessary but it should be on an Australian
basis. 1 am not one of those who decry
the great surplus of wheat in Australia.

We are in a very fortunate position. We
know what things were like in 1914-15,
when the previous war started. There was
so little wheat in Australia after the 1914
drought that wheat had to be imported for
human consumption—that is, for conversion
into flour—by every State. In this State
the tractor was not then developed, and
crushed maize had to be imported to feed
horses for the putting in of the 1915 crop.
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Australia had a large crop in 1915. T think
it was a record crop of 180,000,000 bushels.
Y do not propose to deery the surplus in
Australia because I do not think we can
have too much of a good thing, though the
surplus may be slightly embarrassing at
present. But why should there be dis-
crimination as regards one State ?

The Minister for Lands: Two
South Australia is included.

Mr. PATRICK: That has not been
published. Even in wartime I do not know
whether it is not perhaps advisable to
create what amounts to a serious violation
of the Federalt Constitution. If it were
a worth while reduction, it might be advis-
able. I would like to draw attention to
Section 117 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. It is onc of the finest clawses in that
Constitution, and reads-—

A subject of the Queen resident in any State

shall not be subjest in nny other Stute to any
of the disabilities or diseriminations which
would not be applicable to him if he were o
subjeet of the Queen resident in such other
State,
I suggest also that that is an admirable
way of drafting o section. Tn this State,
the drafting of a similar section would
occupy something like a column of the
“ West Australian *'! There is no doubt
what that section conveys. We have had
a sample of discrimination which is =
violation of the Federal Constitution. That
has been testedd by advice in the past.
There was one occagion on which the Federal
Government was going to discriminate
amongst the different States with regard to
the guality of export lambs, and the Western
Australian representative on the Mest Board
raised the point regarding discrimination.
Tt was taken to the Federal Attorney
Cieneral’s Department, and he decided it
could not be done.

There is another point I would like to
mention in passing regarding dressing with
superphosphate., From what I have seen
of agriculture in the past, T think it would
be possible to grow a nommal crop, at least
for one year, with a much lighter dressing
of super. than we have been accustomed
to, because it is doubtful, with the average
dressings in Western Australia, whether
the whole of the super. is expended. There
is always an amount of unexpended super.
left in the soil. I had an experience of that
as a young man at an Agricultural College
in South Australia. Tests were made on
land which had had hecavy dressings of

States !
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super. over a series of years, and it was found
that that land which had been so dressed
and had no manure put on it for one year,
gave a3 big a crop as any other part of the
farm. 8o I think it is possible, for & year
at least, to grow a good crop with & much
lighter dressing of super. than has been
applied in the past.

A sort of campaign has been waged against
this Stato in regard to the condition of our
wheat in storage. Two experts were sent
over here. One was Mr. A. Wilson, M.H.R.,
and the other was Senator Clothier. I do
not know what Senator Clothier’s position
was : whether he was an expert or an
assistant expert. I think I have been farm.
ing longer than has Mr. Wilson, and T would
not make any claim to be capable of going
round exemining stores of wheat and pro-
nouncing whether they were in a good
conclition or not. That iz a matter for
some more expert opinion than Mr. Wilson’s.
Incidentally, T might mention that there has
appeared in the Press a statement that Mr.
Wilson and another Federal member are
to be sent on & tour around Australia to
select sites in the different States for the
storage of wool.  That is most extraordinary.
If there are not men in our Govermment
dcpartments here, who know the State and
are c¢apable of sclecting sites for wool
storage, there is something wrong.

The Minister for Lands: I do not know
that the Federal CGovernment made much
of a job of selecting sites for the storage of
wheat !

Mr. PATRICK : The Minister is correct.
T do not know who was responsible for that,
but the sites were badly selected. T'o con-
sider sending two men from the liastern
States to Western Australia, a State of
which they know nothing, with a view to
selecting the best site for the storing of
wool, i3 absolutely farcical. I have not
seen Mr. Wilson's report regarding the
pusition of oar wheat—I believ: it was a
givomy report—but the views I am pre-
pored to accept before those of Mr. Wilson
are the views of a mean who knows our
wheat from the commercial point of view.
I rofer to Mr. H. E. Braine. I have here a
small panphlet prepared by him on this
subject and I think he sums up the position
very well in this paragreph :—

Fundameutally the problem is economic and
in yview of its relatively small ceomomic im-
portance to date, it is potential rather than

immediate. T define the problem as that of
keeping stored wheat in sound, wmerehantable
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condition without incurring any considerable
cost or loss; in this regard it should be known
that the payment made by the British Govern-
ment for the safe-keeping of its wheat in Aus-
tralia will more than cover any monetary loss
inevrred as a result of weevil activities.

I believe that the storage is at the rate of
3/16ths of a penny & week, which should
cover & considerable loss from weevils. In
about 1918 there was a tremendous stock
of bagged wheat in Geraldton. It had been
gtored there for two or three years. They
started to tum it and blew the weevils out.
Every building on the ocean front in Marine-
terrace was troubled with weevils for o
week or two, yet the wheat which looked
s0 badly infested returned & wvery good
proportion of marketable grain.

The Minister for Lands : That might be
an argument for bagged wheat.

Mr. PATRICK: It looked as weevil-
infected as any wheat in bulk today, but
in spite of the fact that Geraldton suffered
& disability in that hotels and shops were
smothered with weevils—one could not
dodge them fora week—the wheat returned
a good proportion of marketable grain.
Western Australia has always had a goed
record for the manner in which its wheat
has been kept. During that period a
different system was in operation from that
of today. As the Minister for Works may
remember, every State looked after its own
wheat. There was & separate wheat pool
in every State, and this State was the only
one which had a decent return from the
wheat sold. South Australia lost over 50
per cent. and the other States lost a con-
siderable amount.

The Minister for Lands: One allegation
is that it was to the merchants’ interests for
the storage to be available.

Mr. PATRICK: I have heard that
allegation, too. Then, as in these days,
this State was regarded as something of a
mug. New South Wales exported wheat
at 10s. to 123, a bushel and, running short
of supplies, made up the guantity required
from Western Australian wheat, for which
4s. & bushel wag paid. That is how Western
Australia was treated in those days. Qur
wheat had o very fine record then, and T
think it has the same record today. As
regards loss from weevils, T think the
Minister's home State was the waorst in that
respect.  According to an official statement
made last year, it was estimated that the
loss to Australia in wheat was -044d. per
bushel, half of which was in Queensland.
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The wheat in that State was not stored for
any length of time because it was only
grown for local consumption. I take it
that the weevil pest iz pretty bad there !

What I am concerned about with regard
to the restriction on wheat-growing and
other things is the effect on the farmer’s
finance. On the revenue side there are
decreased crops, stationary or uncertnin
prices, and e shortege of labour., Profits
have been compulsorily reduced. Then
there are stationary prices for wool. On
the expenditure side are increased costs
and the immovable burden of interest.
There is no cost plus system or wartime
loading remuneration such as exists in some
other industries. If the farmer’s income
is restricted sither by law or present con-
ditions, the payment of interest should be
partly or wholly abrogated during the war,
It is necessary for producers to produce food
required during the war and they should be
relieved of the anxiety caused by the debt
position, so that their morale may remain
unshaken, There is one man living close
to my farm who was a skilled tradesrnan
before he went on the land. He has always
paid his interest, but this year, for some
reason or other, he has completely dropped
his bundle, and the other day he walked off
the farm with his wife and five children
becavse he considered that by doing so he
would find plenty of work to do at his trade,
and would be relieved of anxiety.

The Minister for Lands : His was a very
good property, too.

Mr. PATRICK : Yes, it ranks as a first-
class security, and the man ranks as a first-
class gecurity. 1 know another man in the
Upper Chapman area, recognised as an
honest and good farmer who, in spite of the
efforts of his neighbours to dissuade him,
walked off his faim the other day. These
men are dropping their bundles, and it is
necessary that some action be taken to
preserve the morale of those remaining.
The labour position is also very difficult,
On my property we generally have three
or four men all the year round, but today
we have one married man. Wc were able
to secure a youth 16 years of age but after
a short period he walked off the property
without giving notice. He had secured &
job with Co-operative Bulk Handling, Lid.,
at £6 a week. We cannot compete with
that sort of thing. We hear & lot of talk
about manpower, but in the farming districts
those now engaged are generally -elderly
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men. For instance, the man on my farm is
considerably older than I am—end 1
certainly am no chicken,

During the course of his speech the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr, Triat) referred
to the goldmining industry. The circum-
stances culminating in the present position
developed in & rather peculiar manner, In
the first place a statement appeared in all
the Australian papers and was cabled to
London. Ostengibly the staterment was
attributed to Senator Collings, and it was
to the effect that the goldmining industry
was to be liquidated and elosed down. The
statement was regarded seriously, and the
next day the value of securities on the
Stock Exchange in London dropped 50 per
cent., and has remained at that level ever
since. The statement was answered by
our Minister for Mines—I am sorry he is
not present ; I do not know if he was in &
frivolous mood when he issued his state-
ment—and in that respect the following
appesrcd in the Press :—

Senator Collings’s gloomy forecast from
Canberra of drastic curtailment of goldmining
brought consternation in Kalgoorlie, amagze-
ment in Perth. The Chamber of Mines
woulin’t eommit itself without hearing more.
The Minister for Mines wasn't so eautioua.
Gold, he sanid, could always be mined; it
wouldu’t run awny. If the Federal Govern-
ment considcred other war minerals suweh as
eopper, lead, tin, tantalite, mica, asbestes, anti-
mony, tungsten or molybdenite of greater im-
portance, goldmining would have to lose some
of its manpower, to enable those mincrals to
he produced in greater quautities. Tt is not
known whether men will be switched from the
Waestralian golil industry te other mineral de-
posita in the State or whether all or any of
them will he transferred to eastern Australia.
About a week later—I have all the news-
paper elippings dealing with the matter but
I shall not go through all of them—a state-
ment appeared from the Premier which I
regard as thu best T have perused on the
subject. In it he summed up the whole
position and indicated that he proposed to
send & telegram to the Prime Minister
(Mr. Curtin). His statement included the
following :—-

In view of all the cireumstances, therefore, 1
sent n telegram to the Prime Minister (Mr.
Curtin) hriefly sctting out the opposition of
the State Government te any suggestion of
this nature and asking that before any action
i taken the State Government should be con-
sulted. I have now received a reply from Mr.
Curtin’s private secrctary stating that the
Prime Minister did@ not make any statement in
regard to this matter and that he was in-
formed that Seaator Collings alge did not muke
a statement,
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That appeared about a week after the
originel intimation was published in the
Australian Press and had been cabled to
London, yet Senator Collings did not trouble
to deny the statement attributed to him
until the Premier had despatched his
telegram to the Prime Minister. After that
the position quistened down for a while,
and members know what tranapired recently.
Last night the Minister for Mines informed us
that he had never been consulted on this
matter and that he had received no informa-
tion about it at all. The Federal member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. H. V. Johnson) had been
sent over to interview the different mining
interesta to prepare them for a reduction,
yet the Premier had asked that he should
be consulted before any action is taken. He
has not received any communication from
the Federal Government. In my opinion
we should have & very plain statement from
the Prime Minister regarding this matter,
and I am pleased the member for M.
Magnet has indicated his intention to move
& motion dealing with the subject. In my
opinion the manpower provisions should be
applied to many less irnportant industries
before goldmining is affected. In many of
our industries men could be replaced by
women and, as the member for Mt. Magnet
stated, not many men would be obtained
from the goldmining industry if all the
mines were closed down. This is by no
means the only subject that has been badly
handled by some Federal Ministers or
Federal officials.

Another matter of importance relates to
the gearcity of commodities and other
supplies. Last year a statement appeared
in the Press that there would he a scarcity
of blankets.

‘The Minister for Lands : Did not a man
associated with the leather trade say that
honts would be scarce ?

Mr, PATRICK : One firma had a supply
of blankets that would normally last over
the coming winter, but its stocks were
cleared out within two or three weeks. The
same position cropped up regarding cos-
metics. It was said that supplies were to
be stopped, rationed, or dealt with by some
other means, and we had the spectacle of
women lining up seven or eight deep ab
the cosmetic counters. Some of them
bought £1 or £2 worth of cosmetics where
normelly they would have spent a few
shillings.

Mr. Thorn : Quite a number spent more
than £56 on securing supplies.
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Mr. PATRICK : That sort of thing is
hopelessly wrong. It means that others
have to go short that a few may have more
than they require.

Mr. Thorn: Some firms were forced to
put their stocks away.

Mr. PATRICK : It is wrong that sech
statements should be released for publication
in the Press and thus encourage people
already inclined to hoard to buy unduly
heavily. I heard a conversation between
two women the other day, when one said
to the other, ** Mustard is going to be very
secarce ; I have just been down to the store
to buy & tin.” The other lady said, *“ But
youa do not use mustard.” The other lady
replied, * But that does not matter ; if it is
going to be gearce I might as well have a
tin."” The same position arose regarding
tea.

Hon. C. Q. Latham: Some firms are
advertising washing blue and yet there
are no supplies.

Mr. PATRICK.: Apparently the only
remedy the Federal Government could see
was to appoint & board or something to
limit supplies.

The Minister for Lands: At any rate
we have a very bored public now.

Mr. PATRICK : If coffee should be scarce
I suppose we will have another board
appointed. The last time I read the details,
I understand there were 90 Federal boards
already operating.

In certain respects I commend the work
of the Civil Defence Council in the metro-
politan area, although much of that work
seems to have been wasted, according to
speeches we have listened to, by certain
pecple being allowed to exhibit lights at
full blast. One matter that requires at-
tention relates to the dimming of motor
headlights, for no steps have apparently
been taken to prevent exploitation. In
the ° West Australian ' recently the fol-
lowing appeared :—

Various prices are being charged to motor-
ists for the installation of regulation headlamp
masks. Following a lead from the Eastern
States, some persons are charging 24s, As the
masks ean he purchased from retail shops in
Perth for 1ls. 9d. a pair, the charging of
12z, 3d. for fitting them is being eriticised. It
has been stated that the retail price of 11s, 9d.
allows for o econsiderable margin above the
itetual cost price.

I have not been able to find one place in
Perth where I was able to procure rnasks
at 1l1s. 9d. a pair. The standard charge
seems to be 28s. a pair. I was one of the
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mugs that bought at that price and I
understand that the charge has since been
reduced. One garage proprietor ncar where
I live bought a considerable numnber at the
price stated and still has some on hand.
Beeing that people were compelled to instal
the required masks on their headlamps
the department should have taken steps to
provide & standard mask at a specified price.
That would have prevented the exploitation
of motorists, I know of instances of
country people bringing their cars to town
and inquiring about the cost of painéing
the white lines and providing the masks.
The charges quoted to them were £2 128, 6d,
for painting the white lines and 38s. for pro-
viding and installing the masks. Anyone
could have done the painting for & few
shillings, but most people have not the time
to devote to it.

Mr. J. Hegney: The painting of a car
would not mean more than two hours’
work,

Mr. PATRICK : Dealing now with the
black-out in the mstropolitan area, I
contend that some restriction should be im-
posed upon the unse of cars during certain
hours. Under existing conditions quite a
number of accidents have occurred. Mem-
bers will have noticed the case of the car
in which two soldiers were riding. The car
collicked with a girl who was near her milk
cart, and the young woman’s name is now
on the danger list. There was an instance of
a car driving into a stationary cart. Ob.
viously, some protection should be given
to the public during the black-out, and the
only vehicles allowed on the road should be
those engaged in essential services, A
little while ago a notice was issued by the
Chief Traffic Inspector warning the public
that in the near fnture cars would be allowed
to park only at certain points outside the
city block, Evidently a measure such as
I suggest was contemplated, and I think
such a step is highly desirable,

As for the position on country roads,
if one desires to commit suicide, all that is
necessary is to drive a car at night. Par.
ticularly does that apply during the winter
months when some cow usually chooses
the centre of the road to camp, and with
horses and sheep wandering about accidents
cannot be avoided. Then again the prob-
lems in the country districts are accentuated
on account of the evacuees from the city.
In portion of my district & survey was made
with a view to the possible evacuation of
people from Geraldton, which is considered
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& danger area. It was found that much of
the accommodation that would normally
be available was already occupied by people
from the metropolitan area, Difficulties
have also arisen regarding reserve stocks of
foodstuffs in country towns. Supplies on
the basis of meeting the requirements of
the normal population for three months
were provided, but in some instances the
population of the centres has more than
doubled and further reserves will have to
be provided. One recommencdation of the
Australian Wear Council was—

That destructible stoves and stocks of all

kinds should be dispersed as far as possible
and located inland.

Obviously, much larger supplies of foodstufis
are now requisite. I presume that, as
regards the recommendation referring to
deatructible stores and stocks, commodities
like wheat"and wool are included. The
policy seems to have been to drag all the
wheat snd wool down to the ecoastal areas.
Only a week or two ago the War Board was
negotiating with the Fremantle Council
for land on which to erect additional wool
stores. In the present position of afiairs,
it will be murh better to leave that wool on
the farms. As to wheat, the Minister
mentioned the big bin at Bassendean as a

danger. It was foolish to put that bin
there at all. The wheat would have done
much better at Mullewa. It is foolish,

again, to bring all foodstuffs into the metro-
politen area.

There is the drink problem, which I leave
to members with greater knowledge and
experience than I possess. However, I
recall, on one aspect of the question, the
watering-down of spirits and beers. An
attempt was made by the Premicr, when
he was a privute member, to put through
a Bill for watering down whisky, It
seems that Western Australia has a higher
grade of whisky than has any other State
of the Commonwealth. If one wants whisky
equal to Western Australian quality in
another State, onc has to ask for a ** double.””
Tn present circumstances it might be de-
sirable to take steps in the direcetion of
lowering the uleoholic content of spirits
ancd heers.

I shall not pose as an authority on war
matters. Like the Prime Minister, I am
prepared to leave them to the military
anthorities. Several speakers have given
accounts of what is going to happen, and
what is not going to happen, in this State.
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I shall not attempt to express opinions on
such matters. I merely say that we should
endeavour to use the limited resources we
have to their fullest capacity. I call to
mind that a black-out was ordered on the
east coast of Australia without any mention
being made of this State. Perhaps that was
owing to the fact that all the industrial
equipment is on the east coast. We are
the largest of the Australian States, and we
have n sparse population, and the enemy
often attacks the weakest point. Therefore
it is necessery that we should be as well de-
fended here as Eastern Australia is. Country
Party members have worked out a scheme
to co-operate more closely with the Govern-
ment. I shall not go into that proposal
because it will be debated later on. I note
with pleasure the presence of American
soldiers in this country with very fine equip-
ment. Their appearance is timely and
enheartening.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [4.35]: I nm
glad that Parliament has heen called
together, because I think members are hardly
getting a fair deal from the general public.
When asked questions about matters relat-
ing to the war, we were not able to answer
them. Many persons think we ought to be
doing this, and doing that ; mostly things
we have no power to do. Therefore the
convening of Parlinment has served to
clarify the position. Certainly the informa-
tion given by the Minister for Lands on the
food question will be appreciated. It will
enable members to answer the questions
of their constituents. Similar remarks apply
to the information concerning civil defence
which was suppliedd by the Minister for
Mines. In the metropolitan area civil
defence is, and has been, & very live question.
Apparently it is thought that members of
Parlinment should not actually do any-
thing, but should only discuss generalities.
However, certain things connected with the
war effort T regard as of major importance
to the State, and as justifying legislation.
QOtherwise we shall be in a position described
in the first musical comedy I ever had the
privilege of witnessing. When I was a
telegraph boy 1 once had the pleasure of
delivering a message to John F. Sheridan,
who was then producing “ The Tsland of
Bhong-Bhong.” The play had two theme
songs—** It is a lovely day for a walk and
a talk,” and “ T wish you a Merry Christ-
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mas and a Happy New Year, a pocketful
of money and a hellyful of beer.” Unless
we do something we shall merely re-enact,
without the talent of John F. Sheridan,
*“ The Island of Bhong-Bhong.”

The member for Canning (Mr. Cross)
raised the question of a recent decision
of the Arbitration Court, In our Industrial
Arbitration Act appears Section 124A,
which was ingerted for a special purpose.

Point of Order,

Mr. Speaker : Order ! I do not think the
hon. member will be in order in diseunssing
that matter now, seeing that he has placed
on the notice paper a motion for the intro-
duction of a Bill, which is now pending
legislation.

Mr. Huoghes: The fact that one has
given notice of a Bill does not eliminate
him alone from discussing the subject. The
subject has already been discussed by
members. The fact of notice of a Bill
having been given does not preclude, I
submit, & general debatc such as this dis-
cusgsion. Leave must be given to introduce
the Bill. The Bill has no prospect of
being discussed until that leave has been
obtained. With all due deference I submit,
Mr. Speaker, that you would be hard put
to find a Standing Ovder limiting discussion
on a subject such as this, particularly when
only the right of the member who has given
notice is to be limited.

Mr. Speaker: I am, ruling that the
hon. member will not be in order in dis-
cussing a pending Bill which he proposes
to bring down. Will the hon. member
resume his seat ?

Mr. Hughes: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker : 1 acknowledge that certain
members have made passing reference to
the subject, but they have not referred to
the subject matter of the Bill as the member
for East Perth proposes to do now.

Mr. Hughes: 1 do not wish to deal
with the subject matter of the Rill, which
will be one of proceduwre. I propose to
deal with the negative position that has
arisen through the action of the Arbitration
Court. 1 do not know, Mr. Speaker, that
you could And a Standing Order supporting
your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member has
given notice of a certain Bill, and I must
rule that he is not entitled to discuss the
subject matter of the Bill at the present
time, or until the Bill has been discharged
from the notice paper.
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Mr. Hughes: Does that mean, Sir,
that I alone am not allowed to refer to
the decision of the Arbitration Court ?

Mr. Speaker: I am ruling that neither
the member for East Perth, nor the
member for West Perth, nor the Premier
for that matter, is entitled to discuss the
matter at the present time.

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. Hughes: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker,
but I must move—

That the House dissent from the Speaker’s
ruling.
The general debate, I take it, is by analogy
in the same category as the Address-in-reply
debate, in that there is open discussion upon
all matters that members wish to bring
forward, and members hitherto have exer-
cised that right, even to the specific instance
of the member for Canning having dealt
with this subject. There can be no guestion
of discussing something that is the subject
of a Bill before the House, because leave has
not yet been granted to introduce the Bill.
Consequently there is no Bill before the
House. Furthermore, it would be impos-
sible to know what will be in a Bill which is
not even drafted. Therefore the fact that
T have given notice of a Bill does not, I
submib, under any Standing Order preclude
me from the right of exercising® the same
privileges a3 other members have exercised
in discussing this particular subject.

If the position were otherwise, an Address.
in-reply debate could be stifled by the
action of a member giving notice of numbers
of Bills, because if there were some similarity
of title between one of those Bills and the
lesignation of a subject of debate, discussion
would be precluded. Therefore, particularly
now when we are secking information, and
this session has been called for that purpose,
a liberal interpretation should be placed
upon the Standing Orders. If there is any
doubt—and I do not admit there is—about
this motion we can discuss anything, cven
though there are 100 Bills on the notice
paper. We ought not to limit the oppor-
tunity of members to ventilate a subject
which may precipitate a major crisis in this
Stnte. If this Parliament does not rectify
this matter the workers will probably go
on strike and I, for one, would say they are
entitled to do so. I say, Sir, that your
ruling should be disagreed with.

Mr. McDonald : May I ask for informa.-
tion ? Can we be directed to any Standing
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Order which may assist us in our considera-
tion of this matter {

Mr, Speaker: It has been the rule ever
sinee I have been in this House that pending
legislation on the notice paper cannot he
discussed under any other heading. The
member for East Perth this morning gave
notice to amend Section 124A of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act. A few moments
ago when he rose to speak on this motion
he started off to quote Section 124A. Hav-
ing given notice of a Bill to amend that
section I claim that it does prevent him
from discussing it now. I have no right to
suppose, as the member for East Perth
suggests, that he will not be given leave
tointroduce the Bill. Ttisa very uncommon
occwrence in this House for that to happen.

I do not remember more than one applica-
tion for leave to introduce a Bill being
refused. I have to suppose that tomorrow
or the day after that, when the member
moves for leave to introduce this Bill, leave
will be granted. While it is on the notice
paper he is ot entitled to discuss it, other-
wigse we could have the member for East
Perth putting up a very long discussion
on Section 124A today, and tomorrow, ¢n
his motion for leave to introduce the Bill,
discussing the matter over again. After
having discussed Section 124A of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act today, the member
for East Perth could discuss the principle
for bhorrowing money in this State and
perhaps make a speech for one hour on it,
and tomorrow move the motion standing
in his name for a select committee to in-
quire inte borrowing. I claim he has no
right to diseuss it at the present time.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes ... 11
Noes ... 21
Majority against ... 10
AYES.
Mr. Abbota Mr. North
Mr. Herry Mr., Thern
Mr, Hughes Mr, Watts
Mr. Keenan Mr. Willmo1l
Mr. Kelly Mr. Seward
Mr. McDonald (Teller.y
NoES.
Mr, Coverler Mr. Needham
Mr. Cross Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Doney Mr. Rodoreda
Mr, Fox Mr. I, C. L. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Trint
Mr, W. Hegney Mr. Willeock
Mr. Latham Mr. Wise
Mr. Leahy Mr. W!thore
Mr, Masshall Mr. Wilson

Mr. Milington {Tellor
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PAIng.
AVHE, Noes,
Mr., Nortb Mr. Styants
Mr. J. H. Smith Mr. Holman

Question thus negatived.

Debate resumed,

Mr. HUGHES : This discussion, if any-
thing, was primarily a discussion on the
war. If there is to be an intelligent dis-
cussion on the war the first thing to do
is to get down fo the fundamentals that
cause & war. I have here a book of only
& couple hundred pages or go which is well
worth reading because it will give us a
proper understanding of the war and what
eaused it. The title of the book is, ** From
Versailles to Danzig,” and it is by Claude
Golding. It sets out in a very readable
way the problems which led up to the
present war. These books are not easy to
get nowadays as the copies are limited.
I feel that if all members had read this book
and appreciated—

Mr. Withers : Why not take it as read ?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not see how we
can do that. If I felt able to I would make
a sumnmery of the book for the House, but
that would be very unfair to the sauthor.
It is more than likely that there are fine
points in the language which would be quite
clear to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin), but which would
cscape my lesser kmowledge of English,
It would not, therefore, be fair either to the
author or to members to deprive this House
of much information. I propose to read
this book, atarting at the very beginning
where the author examines the answers.
To hear people talking about Hitler having
coused the war, and singing hymns of
hate, is to my mind, all wrong. After all
is said and done Hitler played a very small
part in causing the present war. In my
opinion, which may not be of much value
on this point, three men were more re-
sponeible for the present war than anyone
else, namely, Poincare, Foch, and Clemen-
ceau, and this was due to their ferocious
outlook. They could not see any further
than their villages in France, were actusted
by revenge, and were unreasonable,. When
it came to arranging the Armistice terms,
instead of trying to lay the foundations of
& sane peace and taking a broad international
view to get & permanent peace, their train.
ing and whole lives precluded them from
getting a comprehensive view of the causes
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of the war. We have read how Poincare
put the terms to the German delegation,
and when they remarked how hard they
were, he said, " You are not here to argue ;
you are here to accept.” That was not the
way to lay the foundations of & lasting
peace.

We know on the authority of Lloyd
George, who was Prime Minister at the time
and was present at the Peace Conference,
that Poincare could not approach in a
rational way the consideration of peace
matters, During the war he was located at
a little railway station. A scare was raised
—it proved s false alarm—and Poincare
fled to safety, but he was irritated because
he had to put up with a good deal of *“chiak-
ing " on account of having left in a hurry.
When it came to setting out the terms, all
that the French leaders wanted to do was
to get even with Germany. When the
French Government prepared its reparation
claims, it claimed compensation for the
devastated aress of North France exceed-
ing the total value of all the industrial
equipment in the whole of France. To
show that I am not relying on my own
opinion, I propose to read this book dealing
with the causes of the war. Chapter 1
deals with the Armistice.

Mr. Warner : You do not intend to read
all of it, surely.

Mr. HUGHES : It is well worth listening
to. The book states—

At sundown on Nevember 7th, 1918, a cav-
aleade of motor cars passed through the Ger-
man lincs near La Chapelle, and halted in no-
man’s land. Fluttering from the window of
the leading car was n white flag. The pande-
monium of gunfire ceased. They resumed their
way slowly, humpily, over the shell-battered
ground, and approached the French lines.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must rule
that the hon. member is not discussing the
statement made by the Premier or anything
relative to it, and therefore is not in order
in continuing to read that book.

Mr. HUGHES: What am I allowed to
discuss ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am ruling thatyouare
not in order in reading that book,

Mr. HUGHES : Iregret that Ishall have
to disagree with your ruling because other
members have been allowed to quote ex-
temsively.

Mr. SPEAKER :
sent in writing,

Put your mqtion of dis-
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Drigsent from Speaker’s Ruling.

Mr. Hughes: I move—

That the House dissent from the Speaker’s

ruling.
I very much regret that I have twice had
to disagree with you, but a principle is
involved, particularly as we are supposed
to be fighting for democracy, and I think
it i3 & member’s duty, even at the risk of
incurring the displeasure of Mr. Speaker,
to protect to the utmost a member's right
to free discussion. The statement made
by the Premier claimed to be a statement
of the war position, and when we begin to
discuss the war we are led into all sorts of
avenues. Under this discussion we ‘have
had all sorts of statements about the war,
including disclosures which I should say
would be useful to the enemy, namely that
our men arve without equipment and that if
our men were called out they could nat be
equipped. There has been no limit to the
discussion,

We have also been told that the com-
mander of the Forces is not the right man.
I submit that we cannot get a proper under.
standing of the war until we know the
causes of the war, and that it would be very
beneficial to this community if we had a
greater dissemination of information as to
the causes and consequences of the war,
That is merely & continuous childish
attempt to instil hate into people, and it
will make this war the cause of anothcr
war, just as the first world war was. What
freedom remains to members of the House
if they are precluded from quoting author-
itative works ! Most of the speeches in
this Chamber contain extensive tjuotations,
sometimes from works and oceasionally
fromn reports. Were it not so, eur minds
wonld become so cramped that we should
not be able to exchange with vach other
views garnered in recess.

If Mr. Speaker puts that restricted in-
terpretation on the Standing Orders, a
member who has done research work will
not be permitted to give other members the
benefit of that research work. Mr. Speaker
will shut us up in watertight research if the
results obtained by a member doing such
work must be limited to the knowledge of
that member alone., Under those con.
ditions there cannot be any exchange of
information and opinion derived from
research. One man cannot do all the
research work needed for the understanding
of problems coming before the House, but
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the results of research work are to be
disregarded. I think I am fairly safe in
saying that Mr. Speaker cannot find a
Standing Order, or any authority in * May,”
declaring that a member shall not quote
from a volume in this House, Had the
volume been one dealing with the liquor
trade and stating the proportions of in-
gredients and so forth, you might have
declared, Mr. Speaker, that that was not
relevant to this debate. The liquor question
has been extensively debated here, not-
withstanding a notice appearing on the
notice paper.

Your ruling, Mr. Speaker, witl not be for
today only. You, 8ir, are among the
Immortals, because what you rule is recorded
in ‘“ Hansard ” for the generations to come
after the Jap has ceased to be a menace
and Japan has become an appendage to
China. When China has absorbed Japan,
the volumes of this House will be produced
for the quotation of your ruling, blest with
the weight of antiquity and.endorsed by
your authority. You, Sir, may gain a
victory over me in this particular clash of
words. If you win, I shall be the first to
congratulate you. But, Sir, there is a
greater issue involved.

Mr. Speaker: 1 realise that the ruling I
am about to give will go down the years,
as the member for East Perth has said.
I shall leave future generations to say that
if ever & Speaker gave a right ruling, it is
this ruling. The member for East Perth
states that the rights of members have
been taken away from them as regards
freedom of discussion. Nobody knows
beatter than does the member for East Perth
that members have no right to discuss this
matter, and that I went outside the Stand-
ing Orders in teking on myself the re-
sponsibility, as & man holding this position
has to do at certain times, of saying that I
was prepared to allow reasonable discussion,
I also said that any member wishing to
object would have right on his side, I
leave it to the House to say whether I have

. allowed a free and full discussion, and

whether T have taken away the rights of
any member. The remarks of the member
for East Perth are not relevant to the
Premier’s statement. So far I have allowed
a measurs of free discussion. I leave the
question to the House.

Mr. Marshail : I regret very much that a
difference of opinion has arisen between
yourself, Mr. Speaker, and the member for
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East Perth. The member for East Perth
attached importance to the right of members
to quote an authority on the subject. He
brsed all his arguments on what you, Sir,
ruled on the score of relevancy. No
member’s right to discuss has ever been
limited if his matter was relevant to the
subject befors the Chair. Probably this
Chamber has lost the advantage of some
important quotation which the member for
Fast Perth desired to make. Had he
sclected mattera relevant fo the discussion
in the Chamber, the position would have
been different. T hold, Mr. Speaker, that
vou have ruled correctly. The few lines
quoted by the member for East Perth were
scarcely relevant. The whole of the
authority which he is queoting was based
upon & war which took place 25 years ago,
and not upon the present one. He may
have had quotations from the first war which
would have been relevant to the discussion,
and such quotations could have been made.

1 am afraid the member for East Perth
over-ran himself ; and sa, in his eager desire
to quote much matter that was irrelevent,
he put himself completely outside the
Standing Orders. If we permit members
to indulge in irrelevancy to any extent,
there will be no end fo it. I have had this
experience in this Chamber, as has every
other member: Let one member divert
to any degree at all from relevancy, the
sneceeding speaker will wish te cover that
ground, and a little more, until we get to
the stage where we have more irrelevancy
than relevancy. On the score of relevancy,
not on the score of a member having the
freedom to cuote from any authority, I
think your ruling, Mr. Speaker, is correct.
I am sure the member for East Perth need
not be concerned about the freedom of
members, who are privileged and have the
opportunity to bring forward any matter
they may desire, provided they proceed
with their argument along the lines of
relevaney. I regret that we may have lost
some valuable information because the
member for East Perth hastily decided to
become irrelevant.

Mr. McDonald : No member of the House
is more anxious than I am to se¢ this debate
confined to proper limits, As I said a day
or two ago, it ia essentially & time for
action and not for words. I would be the
first to deprecate any abuse of the time of
Parliament, of members, of Ministors, and
of the people of the State. But I do think.
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with very great reapect, that the irrelevancy
of the quotation by the member for East
Perth had hardly been established. He
had not proceeded far enough to indicate
whether his allusions were relevant or not.
Possibly the mistake he made wes his
playful insinuation that he intended to read
the whole book, although I do not believe
for & moment that he intended to do so.
That would be a different matter altogether,
But I am always opposed, rightly or wrongly,
to any limitations on the right of free
speech in this House. T think that in this
debate you, Sir, have properly adopted the
attitude that you intend to wllow a wide
latitude ; and at this time, of all times,
I think & wide latitude i3 essential. I hope
that latitude will always be exercised with
responsibility to the members of the Houge.
Had the member for East Perth, in my
humble opinion, arrived at n atage when his
references were not relevant, there may be
some ground, possibly, for taking exception.
I respectfully suggest, however, that that
time has not yet arisen.

Question put and negatived.
Debate reswmed.

Mr. HUGHES : I ask leave to withdraw
three notices standing in my name on the
notice paper.

Mr. SPEAKER : My attention has been
drawn to the fact that the hon. member
cannot withdraw the notices until they are
called upon.

Mr. HUGHES : May T ask who is running
this House ?

The Minister for Labour: You are not.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for East
Perth will proceed,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES : It is hard to know now
what I can speak to, but I take it that I will
be allowed to allude to anything that has
already been mentioned in the debate.
Many things rightfully came before the
House during this debate. As I mentioned
previously, State members of Parliament
have come in for o great deal of unfair
criticism with regard to the war efiort.
People ask, ‘* What is the State Parliament
doing ! They seem to think that State
Parliamentarians should be associated with
all sorts of activities connected with the
war effort. Tf those people would but
make themselves acquainted with the State
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and Federal Constitutions, they would
realise that there is not such a lot that State
members can do in the conduct of the war.
As you are aware, Mr. Deputy Speaker, prior
to 1901, Western Australia was a sovereign
State and had absolute power to make laws
for the order and good government of
Western Australia.

No authority, except the Imperial Parlia-
ment, had any right to interfers with the
activities of this Parliament. In those
days Western Australia was charged with
the responsibility, among other things, of
providing for the deience of the State.
Woe had our own defence force then. One
of the strongest reasons put forward why
the Australian colonies should federate was
this very matter of defence. When the
second Federal Congress met and there was
difficulty in the way of arriving at a con-
clusion whether the States should federate
or not, the defence question was the factor
that convinced certain people we could
not afford, in this island continent, to set
up six different authorities for the purpose of
conducting a defensive war. 8o, when the
Imperial Parliament passed the Act that es.
tablished the Commonwealth of Australia,
it set out three classes of powers. Some
powers were to be exercised by the Comron.
weslth exclusively ; some were to be exer-
cised by the States alone ; and some, known
a8 concurrent powers, were to be exercised
by each State and the Commonwealth.
Both had jurisdiction, but if therc were
clash of authority, a Iederal enactment
would prevail.

We have, of course, the powers that we
left. In Canada, the various provinces have
certain definite powers. The C(ommon-
wealth, in this case has the defined powers
and the State has the residual. Anything
not taken from us we still have. Early in
the history of the Commonwealth the Federal
Government had the exclusive control of
defence in Australia. The State haz no
legal right at all to interfere in anything
that refers to defence. There arc in the
Commonwealth three statutes dealing with
this matter. The first is the Defence Act,
Secondly, there are Acts that establish
and maintain the Navy. Then later on
an Act was passed establishing and main-
taining the Air Force. Under those Acts
are regulations to give effect to the working
and maintenance of the three fighting
services. Those Acta hardly touch ordinary
people during peacc time. Very few of us
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ever come into contact with any of them,
but when war occurs those Acts come into
play and we come in contact with them
day in and day out.

There i8 no provision in the Defence Act,
the Navy Act or the Air Force Act enjoining
any duty or placing any obligation at all
on the State (lovernment as a (iovernment,
or placing any obligation or vesting any
power at all in the State Legislature. I
agree that the Commonweslth Parliament
could at any time put & section in any one
of those Acts delegating to the State Legis-
lature the right to legisiate on certain
matters relevant to the defence of the
country, but the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment has not done that, and so far as defence
is concerned the Government of Western
Australia and the members of the Legislature
have no more power and no more obligation
than has the citizen in the street.

I do not think that fact is clearly under-
gtood by the man in the street. I do nut
think he quite reslises, when he says, ““ Why
does not the State Parliament do some-
thing ?'* that the State Parliament has no
power to do anything. And if we can, we
should make that plain to the people of
Western Australia. When people go to you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, as their representative ;
when they come to me as the representative
of the most wvulnerable constituency in
the State ; when they go to other members
and ask why cannot this be done and why
cannot that be done ; when members are
asked why they cannot get the Western
Australian, Parliament to do something,
they should have from some authoritative
source a stetement that Parliament is not
in & position to do anything ; and that they
are equally entitled to say to the persons
asking the question, “ Why do you not
do something, because you have the satne
power as Parliament ¥ If that were
made plain to the public at large there would
be & good deal less unfair criticism of
members of Parliament.

In addition to the Acts, regulations are
promulgated from time to time, coming
down like rain in a tropical thunder-
storm, They are issued so quickly that
no person today is justified in giving an
opinion as to what is the effect of o regula-
tion, because the person advised may no
sooner have got outside the door than there
may be a new regulation hot off the Press
in Canberra, People like myself who spend
a large part of their time in secking to

.
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understand these regulations have to make
this proviso when speaking to their clients :
** This is the regulation so far but you must
remember that there may be an amendment
just off the Press in Canberra at the present
time.”” People at large have a good deal
to complain about in respect of the regula-
tions. Ever since the war hegan, con-
stituted authority seems to have beon unable
to make up its mind on certain things, with
the result that e pile of regulations has
been built up. We in Western Australia,
particularly, suffer a special hardship in
regard to these regulations.

On many occasions when one goes to the
Commonwealth sub-department that sells
the regulations and asks for a particular
regulation, he is told, ** We have not got that
one, it has not yet reached Western Australia,
but we can get it for you in 10 days or three
weeks.”” The people of this outlying State
are in the unfortunate position of operating
under laws which do not come to their
knowledge for up to three weeks after they
have become operative. They suffer & worse
disability than that, When a regulation
is promulgated, a short summary is pub-
lished in the daily newspaper. Frequently
it is just a sketchy summary and it is
unsaie for people to act on the strength of
the summary, because when the regulation
comes to hand it may be found to contain
all sorts of conditions and provisos that
are not set out at length in the summary.

Apart from the regulations that have
been promulgated under the three particular
Defence Acts, there was passed, when the
war began, the sll-embracing National Se-
curity Act, something on the lines of the
Imperial Defence of the Realm Act, and
under the National Security Act regulations
have been promulgated relating to all sorts
of individuals and all classes. I submit
that a large mass of the regulations that have
been issued under the National Security Act
are wultra vires. It does not follow that,
because the Federal Parliament vested in
the Executive Council the right to make
regulations for the security of the country
in a time of war, it thereby gave the Execu-
tive Council carte blanche to abolish all the
statutes on the statute-book and simply to
say, " We are going to interfere in this
whether it has anything to do with the war
or not.” As an illustration, the National
Security Act does not empower the Federal
executive to promulgate regulations fixing
rents. It would take a wide stretch of
language and an interpretation that even a
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court that I am not allowed to mention
would not be able to g've in order to try
to say that the alteration of a contractual
agreement entered into between a landlord
and his tenant is necessary for the defence
of the country at the present time.

Mr. Watts: Not even with & member oi
the Forces ?

My, HUGHLES: No, not even with «
member of the Forces. I hope to show
later that a lot of the restrictive regulations
enacted for the bemnefit of members of the
Forces frequently inflict hardship on people
worge off than the members of the Forers
concerned. Take the case of the regula-
tions controlling rents. This is an illustra-
tion of how these rostrictive regulations
work injuriously against people, particulazly
poor people. A working man, a bricklayer,
had purchased & war service home and had
contrected to pay about £850 for it by
weekly instalments over the agreed periad.
During the depression he got out of work
and was unsble to meet his commitments
to. the War Service Homes Board. The
house was bought by instalments bearing
interest at the usual percentage charged by
this Department, and after 16 years this
man has paid £420 in interest and has only
reduced the principal by £37. In addition,
he has paid the rates and taxes,

In order to relieve the situation, and in
an endeavour to meet his commitments to
the Commonwealth Government, he decidcd
to get out of the house and live with som¢
relative. and let his house to a tenant.
What happened ! As soon as the tenant
entered tho premises he started to get in
arrears with the rent. Although today
this man is working as a bricklayer for hix
living, and although he has gone to the in-
convenience of shifting out of the house,
and his tenant is not paying the rent, he is
in this position, that before he can do any-
thing to evict the tenant, the tenant hans
to be 28 days in arrears with the rent.

Mr. J. Hegney : Is the tenant a soldier ?

Mr. HUGHES : No, a civilian. When thao
tenant is four weeks in arrcars the working
man concerned has to give him notice to
quit. He has to give seven days notice
for every six months that the tenant has
been thers plus seven days, so that if the
tenant has been theve 18 months he has to
give 28 days notice. First of all the person
is entitled to have the place rent free for
four wecks, and then if a week is allowed for
the tenant to get advice to ascertain his
position, five wecks have elapsed, and then
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four weeks’ notice has to be given, which
makes nine weeks. At the end of that
time an application has to he lodged at the
court: to evict the tenant, and if the land-
lord gets a hearing within two weeks that
is & reasonable time. That makes a total
of 11 weeks, during which time the tenant
can occupy the place rent free ; and then
he is not sure that he will get the tenant
out. I know of several cases where people
circumstanced like that have been told by
the tenant, * You cannot put me out, and
I will not pay the rent.”

One may say it is necessary to give some
protection to people with tenancies during
the current period of the war, but here is
the doubly hard task on the man in the

position ¥ have just outlined: Although
the TFederal Government, by atatutory
enactment, says, ‘* You must let these

people have your premises for 11 weeks
rent free,” he cannot go along to the War
Service Homes Board and say, I lost 11
weeks' rent because of the operations of the
regulations made under  the National
Seeurity Act, so I want you to write off 11
wecks' puyments.” No, He is held to his
contract, and hie bas to lind the contribution
each week. 1f he does not find it he has to
pay a penal rate of interest, which, T think,
includes not only interest on the principal
outstanding. but interest on the interest
outstanding.

It is all very well to rush in and make
regulations such as  these.  which  cause
considerable hardship. That is only one
case of many which has come to my personal
knowledge where the operation of rent
restriction inflicts more hardship on the
person concerned than the person to be
protected. These regulations would be all
right if they applied only to hona fide cases,
but unfortunately, as they are drafted, they
allow & person who does not want to ment
his obligations, and who does want to take
advantage of the regulations, to injure
people worse off than himsell by evading
18 liabilities. That is not a power vested
in the Commonwealth of Australia under
the National Seeuvity Act. That has no
bearing on winning the war. I doubt very
much if the rezulations were limited to the
dependants of men actually engaged in the
Fighting Forces whether they would be o
valid enactment under the defence power,

So, we have arrived at & new systom,
We are undergoing a transition stage at
present, from the system we had before the
war to a new one. Only one thing has
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remained intact, and that the National
Security regulations apparently will not
interfere with and will not curtail or restrict.
I rofer to the power of the big financial
ingtitutions ;  the sacredness of money,
That apparently is the only thing they
cannot touch wunder the Constitution. I
was very interested to hear the complaints
of members of the Country Party con-
cerning the hardships of farmera, I have no
doubt that what they said about the dis-
abilities and hardships being suffered by the
farmers iy true. During the last ten years
there hag heen no need to go to Europe to
find people suffering hardships and priva-
tions ; we had them in our farming com-
munity. But what can we do for the
farmers if they will not face the real cause
of their trouble ?

‘We have heen told recently that we ought
to ret about growing our own vegetables
bhecause, as o result of war conditions, there
ia likely to be a shortage of those com-
moditiex. DBeing anxious to obey those in
asuthority T planted some vegetables in the
sands of East Perth. The soil there, T
underatand, is not as good as it in beyond
the river, and 1 am not sure that some of
my cabbages will not come up eauliflowers.
Nevertheless, after hearing the mournful
stuternent of the member for Avon about
the position of the farmers, T am going
home to pull them up. T am not going to
work under those conditions. T have heen
a trade unjonist ever since I was 14 years
of age, when T became eligible to join &
union, and if those are the conditions under
which producers have to work, T do not
propose to join the band, Whether 1
would be eligible to join them ¥ do not
know. Perhaps you could tell me, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, how many cabbages & man
has to grow per annum hefore he is eligible
to become a member of the Primary Pro-
ducers’  Association. T know that one
cannot grow more than half-an-acre of
potatoes without getting a permit from the
member for Scouth Fremantle—or is it
onions ——or keep more than 50 fowls
without the permission of the member for
Canning. So one might find oneself face to
face with & breach of the law through
growing onions without the blessing of the
member for (‘anning.

T think the farmers have a very real
grievance. Whether this House ean rectify
it, T do not know, but it is one that ought to
be rectified. Other sections of the com-
munity also have & grievance. If one
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person’s rights are interfered with by
statutory enactment and that person is not
released from the performance of his obliga-
tions, he gets squeezed, and much injustice
and hardship can be and is being done. 1i
farmers are told that they must recuce their
acreage and production, I submit that there
is only one fair way of dealing with the
farmers. The moment they are told that
their productive capacity must be reduced,
and therefore the means of getting the
wherewithal to discharge their obligations,
every obligation they have should auto-
matically be reduced to the same cxtent.
For instance, a farmer might have a mort.
gage on his property, as I understand some
of them have, or an overdrait at the bank.
If he is paying 5 per cent. on his overdraft,
the moment he is told that his acreage or
production must be reduced by one-third,
his interest should be reduced by one-third.
If he is paying 6 per cent. interest on his
overdraft, the rate should immediately be
reduced to 4 per cent. If he has hired a
vehicle under a hire-purchase contract, and
is paying £1 10s. & week, the moment his
productive power is reduced, there should
be a reduction on his contract. He should
recgive # reduction not only on his current
payments but also on all contracts and even
rates and taxes. If we reduce a man's
production capacity, the only fair thing to
do is to release him correspondingly from
his obligations.

1t shouldl go further than a readjustment
of payments; it should go back to the
principal. 1f & farmer borrowed money
on his farm when wheat was at a high price,
the very basis of the contract, from the angle
of hoth the lender and borrower, was that
a vertain stute of affairs existed and there
was an implied condition that it would
continue to exisb, No man would have
entered into a commitment hacd he heen
under the impression that something was
£oing to supervene to prevent his meeting
his obligations. No lender would have
advanced money if he had ielt something
would intervene to prevent the borrower
from discharging his debt. "The farmers are
heavy interest payers, amd are heavily
burdened with debt under contracts entered
into when wheat was a much higher price
than it ix today. Notwithstanding that
the capacity to produce the wherewithal to
meet their obligations has been seriously
affected, they have been called upon to
stand up to their obligations, with the
result that they are heing squeezed to death.
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They have been reduced to working under
conditions under which nobedy should be
asked to work, and I should say that the
last straw has been added when they were
told they must reduce their output by
one-third.

{(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

I suggest to the Minister for Lands, if a
metropolitan member is permitted to offer
a suggestion on a farming question, that
when he i3 making a recommendation to the
Federal Government, he should seriously
consider asking that where a farmer is
called upon to recduce his output and thereby
limit his capacity to earn the money to meet
his obligations, he should immediately—
not by approaching a tribunal and making
out & case—be able to say to a creditor, ‘I
owe you £20, but I can pay you only £13
6s. 8d. because my earning capacity has been
reduced by one-third.” That should not
only apply to the traders with whom he ig
dealing but should go right back to the
bhanks and the income tax commissioners.
The farmer should be toldl. “ If you cannot
earn the money, yvou cannot pay.” That is
fundamental. 1 & superior force comes in
and prevents him from earning it, still he
cannot pay it. If the Minister for Lands
ix considering any proposition of that sort,
I ask him to be eareful of one thing. The
authorities in the Bast might say, ™ We
agree to that and will defer payment of
one-third of the farmer’'s obligation.” That,
however, would merely be giving the [armer
a sort of temporary respite which would
only add to his burdens in the ultimate.

What sacrifice will the party to whom the
obligation is due make if the debtor merely
has to say, * For the period of the war "—
be it two years or threc venrs, or two or
three months ' the farmer will be ve.
leased from the disehatge of a portion of
his obligations’ ; but the moment the war
is over, or else six months later, the whole
of the farmner’s obligations revive against

him ¥ That, of course. would be most
unfair. Tt would not be an  eqguitable
adjustment. The argument must be fol-

lowed to its logical conclusion. One cannot
stop half way. One cannot say, * It is a
good argument until it affects me.” The
question does not affect the farmer alone.
Apparently farmers arc the hardest people
in the world to convince that there should
be some adljustment of their mortgage
debts. As soon as one starts the subject
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of adjustment, the farmer’s spokesmen
shout, ° Inflation.” That old bogey is
trotted out to induee the farmer to con-
tinue to bear his mortgage burden.

On my last holiday I met a friend from
Boulder who had gone in for farming.
He said it was a cruel thing to take away
the farmer’s mortgage ; it was like taking
the cost off his back. All his life had
been centred on his mortgage. In a good
year he paid some interest, and in a bad year
he paid none. The farmer thought his
industry could not function without mort-
gages. My friend added, ' This accounts
for the viewpoint of most of the Country
Party members of Parliament, They are

supposed to have been farmers, and they -

have got so used to mortgages and payment
of interest that when a city member comes
along and proposes to lift their mortgages
off them, they think it is like taking the coats
off their backs.” The only Country Party
member who has any views of the kind I
advocate is not a farmer at all, but a lawyer.
S0 one can talk to him about lifting mort-
gages. Subject to correction, the reason
is that while the hon. member has not the
mortgage complex, he, being a lawyer, has
never had anything to mortgage.

In a book I have been reading quite re-
cently, the guestion of inflation is dealt
with. The member for Canning believes
the war is nearly over. I am entitled to
believe thet there is no war at all in exis-
tence, hecause if I paid heed to the economics
I was teught and the textbooks I read at
the University, I would believe that &
couniry bereft of its gold can do nothing
but sit down and die. The moment there
is a flight of gold from a country, that
country resolves itself into its primary
elements. I have good reason to believe
that the German nation, drained of every
ounce of gold it had, cannot find the materials
to fight & war, and can do nothing but sif
down and die of inanition. But, curiously
enough, Germany, drained of gold as it was,
did not sit down and die, but, proceeding
to do the sensible thing, found another
system of currency.

During the transition period Germany
had what was known as inflation. Not-
withstanding all that people say about
inflation—it generally comes from people
who are holders of mortgages and interest-
bearing investments and who are interested
to bring about deflation—I prefer inflation
to deflation. I read in a book recently
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that during the inflationary period in Ger-
meany farmers paid off the mortgages on
their farms by selling six sheep. As a result
they lost their mortgages : and they must
have felt foolish for the time being, if they
were anything like our farmers. However,
they got used to it, and it did not take them
long to devote to their own standard of
living the money they formerly devoted to
paying interest on mortgages. Unfortun-
ately, before long the money was diverted
to the purposes of aggression.

If there is to be & compulsory choice be-
tween inflation and deflation here, I am for
inflation. I think we must be faced with
that choice eventually, because natural
science says, and so does political science,
that a thing is never static, that it is either
going forward or coming backward, When
the static stage is reached, the stage of
equilibriurn  has been reached, and that
means death. Nothing that lives remaing
stationary, and so, particulatrly in & disturbed
time, like war, we must go one way or the
other. We must have either inflation or
deflation. In this country we know some-
thing about deflation. We know from
Germany that, notwithstanding the period
of inflation, there was not one acre of land
less in that country when the inflationary
period ended than there was when it started,
nor was there one item less of technical
skill. We also know that the burden of in-
terest was lifted from a large mass of the
community, which led to the people being
etampeded into a nation preparing for the
intengsive war in which it is at present
engaged. Inflation is not such a bogey
after all.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith :
suffered through it.

Mr. HUGHES : Yes, the creditors suffered.
I admit that if we had inflation tomorrow
we would reduce the income and standard
of living of mortgagees. We would also
reduce the standard of living of people
who are lending money for the war effort.
These have a fixed income and consequently,
if inflation took place, would get fewer
cornmodities for their money. Naturally,
they would buy less and so would be affected.
Therefore, are not the banks quite sane in
saying, ‘ Do not let us have inflation. Let
us have deflation. Let us so arrange the
purchasing power of our commeodity that
those with fixed incomes and those receiving
interest can get more for their money than
they did previously.” The most sensible

The creditor class
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way, without swinging too much one way
or the other, is to make an equitable adjust-
ment as between debtors and creditors.
That is the best way out, although it will
be difficult to ask a person who hag something
to give it up. 1 suggest that is the first
rermedy we can offer the farmer. The mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore (Mr. Berry) referred
to some cheap debt collector who had writ-
ten to a farmer demanding that he should
pay his account. I heartily endorse the
hon. member’s references to the cheap debt
collector ; I have no patience at all with
such collectors, who step in and take the
bread out of the toiler’s mouth by doing
legal work without charging for it.

All the charges the hon. member levelled
at the cheap debt collector’s head were
thoroughly justified. But so far as the
debtor 18 concerncd, a great deal of hardship
is being caused, particunlerly to the middle
and lower-middle classes by the regulation
which precludes creditors from collecting
their debts. The ereditor is frequently in
the same position as is the unfortunate
farmer., In the course of carrying on his
business he has entered into obligations
on the basis of normal trading ; he has
extended credit- to people who asked for it
but when the time arrives for him to collect
the money from his debtor—irequently for no
other purpose than to pay his own debts--
he is precluded by law from getting his
money ; he is placed in a most invidious
position. Unless the regulations go further,
and provide that where a creditor is pre-
cluded from collecting his debts, he in turn
will get relief from his own debts, we shall
have a very inequitable state of affairs.

The seme thing is happening in the eity-,
Hire-purchasc agreements are causing a
great deal of hardship at the present time.
We Lknow that under the hire-purchase
system people take commodities on hire,
on condition that when they have paid a
certain amount of rent the commodity
becomes theirs. Frequently, the commod-
ity does not become theirs until the day
before the last instalment is due, when it
is worn out and the owner must buy a new
one. Under the system, the person who
sells the commodity, the vendor, not being
a person of great financial stability, gets
an agreement from the hirer to pay by in.
stalments, and that agreement is supported
by promissory notes payable at stated
periods. In order to carry on his business
the vendor discounts the promissory notes
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with a financial institution, but the instita-
tion always makes the vendor sign a guaran-
tee that, if the hirer makes default in pay-
ment of the promissory notes, the inter-
mediary, who is the vendor, must pay.
Therefore, people who have been dealing in
hire-purchase agreements find themselves
in this posttion :

As a result of restrictive legislation they
are unable to collect instelments from the
hirer ; but they, in turn, are bound to meet
the obligation to the person who discounted

the bills. Frequently, these have been
discounted at a high rate of interest. Not-
withstanding all the regulations, not-

withstanding all the efforts made to limit
rates of interest, hire-purchase commodities
are sold on a basis of 12 to 12} per cent.
interest. Many people who have built up
assets representing equities in hire-purchase
agreements find themselves unable to col-
tect the hire from the hirer ; but, as I have
said, they are obliged to meet their com.
mitments with the finance and discount
companies, with the result that they are
being ruined. Surely, if we are to have an
equitable distribution of the war’s burden,
we ought to extend to that intermediary
class the relief which we are giving to the
hirer. T have no great brief for the people
who trade in hire-purchase agreements,
because, as a rule. everything is in their
favour. The contract is designed to give
100 per cent. protection to the wvendor.
The legislation we have passed has not
given much protection to the hirer.

Some people are getting a most unfair
deal as the result of this restrictive legisla-
tion. In my opinion, the Government
should, as part of the war legislation,
seriously consider some amendment to the
law governing hire-purchase agreements,
and give tho people concerned the relief
of which I speak. We should go right back
to the fountain head, and say, “If ‘A’
ix not allowed to collect his hire instalments
from ° B,' then * A’ shall be relieved of pay-
ment of his debts to *C,” and *C’ to *D,’
and so on.” 8o that instead of & partial
moratorium everybody is placed in the same
position. The same thing applies to mort-
gagees and mortgagors. Take the mort-
gagor. who is in the unfortunate position
at the present time of not being able to
meet his mortgage commitments. If the
mortgagee calls up the iortgage, as a result
of the restrictions of trading in property,
the number of buyers in the field is limited
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and so the mortgagee frequently is the only
buyer in the market and obtains the property
for the mortgage value.

To give a concrete illustration of the
disability that mortgagors are suffering at
the present time: There was a property
near Fremantle that was 18 months old.
It cost £950 to build and the land cost £100.
It was purchased by a working man on the
basis that he gave his land as security and
was to pay for the balance by instalments
to o first and second mortgagee. He got
into difficulty and was unable to meet his
commitments, and an order was made for
the sale of the mortgaged property. At that
time property was selling well. Every day
one could see in the paper advertise-
ments, frequently inserted by evacuees, for
houses, I told this man, * Fortunately
for you I think you will get a price for
your house that will clear the first and
second mortgages and restore to you some
of your own equity.” Two days before the
gale a statement came from Mr. Curtin in
Canberra enumerating nine points. One was
a regiriction on the sale of property. The
regulations were not in Western Australia.
1 do not think they had been drafted, or if
they had, they were not promulgated.

T immediately saw that nobody would go
to the sale and bid because people would
have seen in the “West Australian® of
two days previously that people were not
going to be allowed to transfer property—
just that bald statement. The consequence
was that when the sale took place there
was only one legitimate bidder and that
was tho first mortgagee, and of course he
bid only sufficient to clear his own mortgage.
The second mortgagee came in and went up
to £800, so he got the property at that
figure, although it was worth £1,050. Not
that he wanted it, but he had to go in to
protect his own equity from the first mort-
gagee. The net result is that the workman
concerned has lost his equity in the house
and owes the second mortgagee the differ-
ence between the amount of the second
mortgage and the amount of the first
mortgage, less a few pounds that were
left over.

That is going on every day. If members
look in the papers for the last few days they
will see that the banks have put in & liquid-
ator in respect of a certain company, and
are calling tenders for the purchase of the
whole of the assets of the company, which
include equities in & lot of hire purchase
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egreements, a lot of stock, equipment, and
so forth, valued at not a penny less than
£30,000. Ome shareholder of this company
that I know is a man living on a pension of
£] 8 week., He has an interest in the
company to the extent of £100 or £200. It
is practically all he has.

As & result of the restrictive regulations,
the banks have gone to people with over-
drafts and asked them to reduce their over-
drait limits, and where s man has had an
overdraft limit and has not becn working
right up to the limit they have cut off the
difference and so there are no bidders in the
market. Nobody could go to the banks
and get £30,000 to buy this property and
save the shareholders’ equity. There will
be only one bidder in the market and that
is the bank that has the mortgage, and it
will buy the property for £20,000, which is
the amount of the mortgage. Not only
has credit been cut off to preclude other
peopls from coming in, but a company could
not be formed. If a number of people got
together and said, ** We will find £30,000
to buy these people out,” they would not
be allowed to register a company. It is
making a Roman holiday for the big finanoial
institutions.

A particularly cruel aspect of this re-
striction on credit is this: If a man is
enterprising and has put his money into
an industry in Western Australia, if he haa
built up a factory and has had an overdrait
of £7,000 limit and has only heen using
£4,000, the bank says, * You do not want
that £3,000.” So that is cut off and he is
limited to the £4,000 that he has heen
using, and he is told he is doing that to
assiat the war effort. On the other hand,
a man who has not bothered to put his
money into an enterprise, who has just been
content to place it in the bank, can draw
the full amount. Those people whe have
not been enterprising but have been sitting
back looking for a secure retwrn for their
money, and have credits at the bank, have
not had their purchasing power saffected
in the slightest, and they are in the happy
position of perhaps being able to take ad-
vantage of this £10,000 worth of property
that is going west in two or three days’
time. I think I will take the responsibility
of recommending to any member with
£30,000 credit in the bank the purchase of
this property, for he would not go wrong,.

The net result is that the only bidder in
the market will be the bank with the mort-
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gage, so the regulations are making a
Roman holiday for big financial institutions.
If the war continues the rich will get richer
and the poor will be poorer. Notwith-
standing all the talk about & new order and
about our not doing this time what was
done last time, that will be the net result of
these regulations. If a man has £1,000 in
the bank and it is wanted for war purposes,
for some enterprise that is essential to the
community T cannot understand why the
Government does not say, * We want that
money,” and take it. The people in my
electorate are not asked whether they will
do this and whether they will do that.
One of my electors is & single man who was
earning £7 a week. He was called up under
Section 60 of the Defence Act and told he
must go into camp. He did so. He works
24 howrs & day, and must do as he is told,
end he gets 3. & day. So he is already
penealised to the extent of from £4 to £5
a week. His earning capacity is cut off
and he is told that thet is necessary for the
defence of the country. That is a very
good reason, too. Why should we go to
the man on the bottom rung ol the ladder ?
Why should we say to him, ** You have to
give up your earning capacity of £5 a
week,”! and say to snother man, “If you
have something we want, we will not take
it from you."” One of the greatest travesties
of this war is the suggestion that there is
equality of sacrifice,

The point was made that farmers did not
get overtime like the munitions workers.
They are not the only ones who do not get
overtime. The soldier who is put into camp
does not get any overtime, and he is a
24-hour & day men. The only equitable
way to deal with that i this: When a
man is put into camp he should be paid
the same wages 83 he was earning in private
life. He should not be called upon to make
the double sacrifice of having a 24-hour
a day job at about one-fifth of his wages.
If he had been earning £2,000 a year, he
should be paid that amount,

Mr. Marshall : It would be an expensive
army, .
Mr. HUGHES : Yes, it would,

Mr. J. Hegney: Has vour time yet to

come ?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. The munitions
worker has no compunction in saying, ** If
I work four hours extra I want four hours'
extra pay.” Is he any more & unit in the
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defence of Awvstralia than is the soldier
called into camp ? I would be quite pre-
pared to say, while the war is on, that
everybody should be on military rates of
pay. If everbody in the community were
allowed the seme rate of pay as the soldier,
that is, 58. a day plus allowances for his.
wife and children, then there would be some-
thing in the snggestion that there is equality
of sacrifice.

The question of the trading in hotels has.
irequently heen mentioned in this debate.
I do not propose to labour the question
of the hours during which people should
drink, or whether they should or should not
drink. But I do know thig, that there
again a particularly inequitable system
has been instituted, A large number of
lessees of hotels entered into their contracts.
and paid s large ingoing and contracted to
pay a big rent. They did that on one
public, or admitted basis, and one agreed
basis. Tirst of all the Iaw allowed them
to gell from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m,, but custom
allowed them to sell after 9 p.m., and also
on Sundays. The amount of the ingoing
and rent for a hotel was based on the total
takings of the legal trading, plus illegal
trading, because the illegal trading had
heen sanctified by use. Everybody who
bought a hotel knew very well that the
takings shown for Saturday included those
for Sunday, and frequently Sunday was the-
best day in the week. On that basis,
contractural obligations were entered into..
The war came along and we now have
restriction in hotel trading.

The first thing the Federal Government
said was, " The sale of liquor must be reduced
by one-third.” Tt did not go on and say,
“The rent is to be reduced by one-third
and the ingoing reduced by one-third, and
refunded if necessary.” The unfortunate
hotel keeper has had to bear an unfair bur-
den. He has had to stand up to the obliga-
tions he undertook but has had the means
of discharging them taken from him. The
State Gavernment should tackle this prob-
lem. Tt should bring down an amendment
to the Licensing Act to relisve these hotof
leasees of their obligations to the same
extent as their trading has been restricted,
because they have heen restricted in two
ways. First of all, there has been the
sudden enforcement of the licensing law
which has lasted now for several days in the
city. The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith) is guite wrong if he deduces that
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drinking has not been diminished because
there have been more prosecutions for
drunkenness.

Mr. J. H. Smith :
results.

Mr. HUGHES: Ii the hon. member
«does not happen to have further information,
of course he must go on results. When
police officers used to go round to the hotel
keepers and say, “ It will be all right for
you to trade on Sundsy; we will not be
about,” it was a rare thing to see a person
prosecuted for drunkenness. The only
«chance of being prosecuted for drunkenness
three weeks ago was to threaten a police-
mean. Ii & man simply got drunk and did
not fall down and stop & tram or something,
he would not be arrested or prosecuted for
drunkenness. But when the agitation about
excessive drinking commenced, the police
got & move on. One night on the stroke of
fix, five or six policemen in a motor car
pulled up outside the United Service Hotel.
I thought they were going in to have &
drink, but that when they saw me they re-
garded me as & “nark '’ and would not go
inside. I found out afterwards, however,
that they were there to pick up anyone
under the influence of drink. They gathered
them in irom all directions, and as many as
fifty were presented in cowt in one day.

But it would be wrong to deduce from
those excess prosecutions that drinking had
not been diminished by the restricted
hours of trading. We might az well say
this: If there was an agitation against
8.P. shops, and the police decided tomorrow
that when they went to an 8.P. shop they
would arrest everybody in it, as they have
the right to do, and as they do today when
it i3 a Chinese gambling den, they could
<harge fifty or sixty people each week with
being found in a common gaming house.
It would be very wrong to deduce from those
figures that gambling had increased. All
that would have happened would have
been that the activity of the police in
«enforcing the law had increased.

Having concluded my opening remarks,
Mr. Speaker, I find the clock is running very
heavily against me. I have heard people
criticised for going on strike. I do not
know that people sometimes are not entitled
to go on strike. In my opinion—and it was
not formed yesterday or today—the strike
is the last and only weapon the working
«<lass has to get justice. I was associated
with strikes when they were unlawful. I

We have to go on
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say this, ““ What else can the working class
do if it cannot get redress for its legitimate
grievances *’ I would suggest to the
farmers that, instead of always complaining
about industrial workers going on strike
to get improvements in their conditions——

Point of Order.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver : On a point of order!
I believe we are not complying with the
law. The windows of the House are nob
blacked out and already it is dark outside,

Mr, Speaker: Al I know is that we
decided to sit certain hours and carry on as
may be necessary. We must carry on
until the adjournment of the House is
moved.

Debate Resumed,

Mr. HUGHES : I hope we shall have light
even if we have a black.out. It is all very
well to condemn the workers for going on
gtrike, but they have no other remedy. If
they cannot pet redress, that is the final
remedy. Perhaps if other sections of the
community adopted a more militant atti-
tude, they would fare better. They might
say, “ We are working in the interestz of
the community and doing our share to
produce the requirements of the community,
and are entitled to he treated as human
beings. We want a decent standard of
living and have united to that end.” Then
they would get much further than they do
by throwing stones at the ones who have
been forced to adopt that method.

I do not suggest that a strike s some-
thing to be lightly entered upon. Anyone
who has becn concerned in helping to feed
the pcople affected by a strike know from
experience that a strike is the last resort.
It is only to be undertaken when all other
remoedies fail. Nevertheless, it is the only
weapan the workers heve finally got in
order to secure justicee. I do not think
there has been a great number of frivolous
strikes in Australia. The Australian worker
does not go out on strike for fun, becauss
he knows that when he strikes his weekly
earnings for the maintenance of his wife
and family are cut off.

(At this stago the lights went out.)
Mr. SPEAKER : T order that the lights
be put on immediately. :

Mr. HUGHES : The matter of entering
upon a strike is always carefully considered
before a strike is declared. A lot of people
say to the workers, ** You should not go
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on strike, no matter what the conditions are.
You should submit yourselves to the
ponderous and slow-moving legal tribunels.”
Those people frequently forget how long it
takes to get redress, and that the tribunals
are not at liberty to do what they think is
just. They are frequently bound by legal
enactments and have no more authority
than the right to interprot those ensct-
ments as they find them. People should
agk, “ Why do they have to go on strike ?
If the farmers of Western Australia went on
strike tomorrow and said, *‘ We are striking
because we aro performing a laborious task
for the benefit of the community, and are
not getting adequate remuneration for it,
and we are overburdened with debt and
obligations, and cannot get redress,” they
might get sormewhere,

Mr. J. Hegnoy : I think we will have to
go on strike now!

Mr. HUGHES :
should do so.

Mr. Marshell : You might find & number
of scabs.

Mr. HUGHES: It seems that reason
does not always prevail, and frequently
force has to take the place of reason. The
workers, to make themselves heard, often
have to resort to force. Who would blame
them for taking the steps available to them
to msake themselves heard ?

Much has been said to the effect that
pecple must work harder and do this, that,
or the other for the war effort. If one
holds the view that when there is a war,
certain people are saddled with the task of
carrying out the war effort, others might
do & very good job by doing nothing, keeping
out of the way of those who are doing the
work. A considerable amount of the time
of those doing war work must be devoted
to dealing with the people who want to
rush in and do something. I cannot see
any use in rushing in to do something
merely for the sake of doing it. It needs
to be part of a co-ordinated plan directed
to some end that will lead to the advance-
ment of the war effort and fit in with other
things being done, Otherwise one might
as well do nothing, It is like the man who
comes along when one is in trouble with
one's motor, The man grabs the shovel
and axe and c¢auses the car to sink in another
couple of feet and then leaves. The best
thing he could have done was to have re-
frained from interfering. The present war
has been a great opportunity for nonentities
to become celebrities,

Then the hon. member

4T
Nonentities have frequently invested
themselves with power and, curiously

enough, their dictur is always what the
other fellow should do. I feel impelied to
defize ‘ patriotism ” as I see it. With
your permission, Mr. Speaker, I shall say
that patriotism is the rule of conduct that
one lays down for the other fellow. Under
the Defence Act there is ample power in the
Commonwealth Government to call up all
male inhabitants of Australia to the age
of 60 years. Therefore I take it that if the
Commonwealth Government knows the Aus-
tralian people, it will exercise that power
and let us know what it wishes us to do.
If we are all going to tear round saying
we want to do this and we want to do that
to help the war, the position will become
chactic. On two oceasions we have filled in
census cards, on which we were asked to
state what we could do apart from the
particular calling that we were following.
That information, I understand, is all
collated ; and the military authorities can
call upon those of us who want to serve.

Recently there appeared in the Press a
letter from Air Commander de la Rue, in
which he attempted to refute an allegation
that one could not get into the Air Foree
unless one was & wearer of the old school
tie. I have heard that statement made
repeatedly. Indeed, I made it myself three
days beofore Commander de la Rue wrote
his letter. I did not make my statement
except as the result of some observations.
I think I have seen as much of the inside
of the Air Force as anyone else in the com-
munity who is not actually a member of
that force. First of all some person had
written to the paper saying he was perplexed.
He did not give his name, and he would not
give his name, because unfortunately ex-
perience has taught pecple that if a muan
exercises his right of criticism and makes
statements unpalatable to those in author-
ity he may be victimised.

Mr., Abbott: Does the hon. member
suggest that the man would be victimised
as & civilian t

Mr, HUGHES: The whirligig of time
might find the man in the Air Force, and
he might be victimised. I know some of
the things that go on in the Air Force, and
I can state that there are in the Air Force
some pretty domineering gentlemen. I
have seen those gentlernen in operation.

Mr, Abbott: From the back door!

Mr. HUGHES: From the inside of a
court martial, and on more than one occa-
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sion. Notwithstanding the interjections of
the hon. member, I saw some of the officers
in their true colours.

Leave to Continue,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK—
Geraldton) [8.49] : In view of the lateness
of the hour, and of the fact that we are
breaking all the regulations we have made,
I move-—

That the hon, member be granted leave to
continue his speech at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.50 p.m.

Aegislative Council
Tuesday, 21st April, 1942,
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Motionn

Licenslng, as o restrictions on liquor agies

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1%
am, and read prayers.

MOTION—PARLIAMENTARY
ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East)
[11.5]: I move—

That, in the opinion of this House, eight
committees should immediately be appointed
to inquire into and report upom, and, where
advisable, organise for the carrying out of any
proposal

{a) referred to such committec by the
Minister; or

(b) decided upon by a two-thirds major-
ity of the members present at a
meeting of the committee.

Each such committee to be related to one of
the eight Cabinet Ministers and its powers to
be in respect of the matters connected with
his department, and to consist of three mem-
bers of the Legislative Council and five mem.
bers of the Legislative Assembly, and be pro-
portionately representative of =zll parties as
nearly as possible. A majority of members
of a committee to form a quornm and a meet-
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ing of any sue committee to be convened by
notice signed by any three membera of the
committee or by the Minister,

I have brought forward this motion with a
view to obtaining an expression of opinion
on it from members, and with the desire to
aseertain whether it appeals wholly or in
part to them. It will also serve as an ex-
pression of opinion by private members to
the Government that we desire Ministers to
make greater use of our services in some
form or other than has been possible up to
the present. It can truly be said of every
member of Parliament, certainly of every
member of this House, that he is anxtous lo
do more than he is now doing to assist inm
this time of erisis. The Premier, in the
letter he addressed to members, compliment-
ed them upon the work they were doing;
but I think it must be recognised that, be-
fore private members can render effective
assistance, they must have some status.
Some arrangement must be made to permit
of the co-ordination of their efforts. The
proposal is one that is only feasible if it
meets with the full approval of the Govern-
ment itself and I hope that approval will
be forthcoming. There is no intention in
any way to usurp the responsibilities of the
Ministers, who would be in complete con-
trol; bat the proposed committees could, in
my opinion, function effectively and use-
fully in an advisory capacity. At present
I understand members representing the
North-West of the State hold meetings, and
presumably they find those meetings are
for the good of the people whom they re-
present.

Private members could, if these proposed
committees were formed, contribute to the
welfare of the State along similar lines.
The many duties that Ministers have to dis-
charge and the fact that permanent ofli-
cials of the Tublic Service are fully en-
gaged, seem to me to militate against the
ability of Ministers thovoughly to investigate
the problems that arise from time to time,
Many of those problems are new; many of
them arise as a result of the war and the
position in which we find ourselves in con-
sequence, These are the problems that could
be investizated by the proposed advisory
committees. I do not suggest that publicity
should be given to the members of the com-
mittee; that is a matter which should be
left entirely to the Government. Individual
members of the committee should not be



